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William T. Wilson, President
Jackson River Preservation Association, Inc.

Street Address: Mailing Address: Telephone: (540) 962-4986
228 N. Maple Ave. P. 0. Box 590 Facsimile: (540) 962-8423
Covington, VA 24426 Covington, VA 24426 Toll Free: (800) 948-5871

E-mail: wiw1130@aol.com

March 31, 2015

Ms. Kimberly D. Bose, Secretary
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
8883 First Street NE, Room 1A
Washington, DC 20426

Re: Comments and Motion Regarding Flood Issue
ATLANTIC COAST PIPELINE, LLC Docket No. CP15-554-000
DOMINION TRANSMISSION, LLC. Docket No. CP15-555-000

Dear Secretary Bose:

Attached are the "“Comments and Motions" of the JRPA and the CRPA to the DEIS filed
by FERC. Copies have been sent to all parties.

Please acknowledge this filing and let us know if we need to do anything further.
/ %

William T. Wilson, President
Jackson River Presetvation Association, Inc.
FERC ID.#F30877

Nelson Hoy, President i J

Cowpasture River Preservation Association, Inc.
FERC ID#

WTWi/Kklc
Attachments
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
before the
FEDERAL ENERGY REGULATORY COMMISSION (FERC)

In the Matter of

ATLANTIC COAST PIPELINE, LLC Docket No. CP15-554-000
and
DOMINION TRANSMISSION, LLC. Docket No. CP15-555-000

COMMENTS AND MOTION

INTRODUCTION

1. The Jackson River Preservation Association, Inc. (JRPA) is a §501(c) (3)
(non-profit) corporation composed of citizens of the Alleghany Highlands
(the counties of Bath, Highland and Alleghany in Virginia) and was
organized for the preservation and protection of the Jackson River which
flows through those counties.

2. The Cowpasture River Pasture Association (CRPA) does hereby claim
standing in any and all public deliberations that deal with the Atlantic
Coast Pipeline, LLC and Dominion Transmission, LLC. via-a-vis the
construction and operation of the "Atlantic Coast Pipeline.” The CRPA
is a 501(c) 3 not-for-profit organization established in 1972 to engage in
research and education on issues of water quality and quantity in the
Cowpasture River Valley. The Association's purpose for being as
established by the essence of its charter is to preserve water quality
and quantity, both surface and ground water.

3. The JRPA and the CRPA have filed as "Intervenors” in the above styled
case before FERC and, therefore, have standing to file these comments
and motion.

L. ARGUMENT

4. JRPA and CRPA have reviewed FERC's DEIS and find it totally
inadequate in a number of areas, some of which have, or will be
addressed in other filings. The purpose of these comments and motion is
to address the complete failure of Dominion and FERC to assess the
probable impacts of major floods on the pipeline right-of-way and access
roads where they are to be constructed, if a permit is issued.
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5. Within the last 50 years the Alleghany Highlands has been devastated
by major hurricanes and floods, including the following major events:

A. Flood of 1963;

B. Hurricane Camille 1969;
C. Hurricane Agnes 1972;
D, Fiood of 1985;

E. Hurricane Hugo 1989 and
F. Summer flood of 2016.

6. The above referenced floods and hurricanes caused immense damage
to the 1ands and rivers in the above counties and elsewhere, including
massive amounts of erosion that polluted the Jackson River, Cowpasture
River and their tributaries. Much of this damage was irreparable and
evidence of that damage can still be seen today.

7. Dominion proposes to cut a swath through the above counties 150 feet
wide, with connecting access roads, and then bury a 42 inch natural
gas pipeline in a 10-foot-deep ditch using the same soil and material taken
out of the ditch to refill it. This pipeline itself will be under great pressure
in order to move the natural gas across Virginia and will be at great risk
if uncovered by storm activity

8. Nowhere in the DEIS is there a science-based projection, analysis or
evaluation of how floods and hurricanes, similar to the ones listed above,
will affect the Jackson or Cowpasture River during the proposed
construction and the further operation, and maintenance of the pipeline.
In other words, there is no projection of how such floods and hurricanes
would affect the pipeline, and consequently the Jackson River or
Cowpasture River, at any of the following:

A. During construction;

B. During year one;

C. Between year one and year five,

D. Between year five and year ten and
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.
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E. Between year ten and the life of the project.

The Jackson River is a beautiful, pristine trout stream which flows

through the above counties. It is reported to be one of the finest trout
streams in the eastern United States. Each year, thousands of people
float this river and fish it for trout and other species. The Homestead, an
Omni Resort Hotel in Bath County, regularly takes its guests on floats
along this river. Just a few miles below where the pipeline is proposed to
cross the Jackson River is the USFS recreation area known as "Hidden
Valley." This area is regularly stocked with trout and is visited by hundreds
of tourists every year.

On the west side of the Jackson River, near the village of Bolar where the
pipeline crosses, on the opposite side of a large mountain, lies Back
Creek, also a beautiful and pristine, rural trout stream. This stream flows
through pastures and forest until it merges with the Jackson River some
ten miles downstream to form Lake Moomaw. Lake Moomaw is a 2540
acre lake set in the wilderness, with no development on its shores, and is
stocked with bass, trout, pickerel, sun fish, and other species. The lake is
managed by the USFS and the Virginia Department of Game and Inland
Fisheries (VDGIF). The dam itself (the Gathright Dam) is operated by the
Army Corps of Engineers (C of E). The purpose of Lake Moomaw was,
and is, threefold:

a. Flood control;
b. Recreation and
C. Water quality (all the way to Richmond, Virginia).

The Cowpasture River begins its journey in northeastern Highland
County. It joins the Jackson 84.4 miles later to form the James River.
During this passage, it sinks underground for nearly five miles and is
joined by many tributaries becoming navigable for the last ten miles or so.

The Cowpasture River and two significant tributaries are crossed three
times by the ACP and twice by access roads. Steep slopes characterize
these crossings and are very susceptible to runoff and sedimentation
during even modest rainfall activity.

The Cowpasture River is designated as "scenic, recreational and
historical.”

Water quality benefits were projected to reach all the way to Richmond,
Virginia, which gets its drinking water from the James River. (The



20170331- 5409 FERC PDF (Unofficial) 3/31/2017 2:48:38 PM

M

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.
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Jackson River and the Cowpasture River merge in the Town of Iron
Gate, Virginia, to form the James River.) The City of Covington gets its
drinking water from the Jackson River.

Below the Gathright Dam, between the dam and the City of Covington,
Virginia, is a stretch of the Jackson River of about 20 miles. This stretch
of river has many aquatic creatures, including Brown and Rainbow
trout. It is a beautiful, wild river which flows through farm lands, woods
and fields. Landowners have homes and cabins along the river and it is
a wonderful recreation and scenic resource.

The Jackson River continues to flow through the City of Covington and
on about ten miles to the Town of Clifton Forge. From Clifton Forge, it
is only a few miles, as the Jackson River flows through the beautiful Iron
Gate Gorge, down to its merger with the Cowpasture River to form the
James River.

The Alleghany Highlands is a very beautiful rural area. There is one large
industry in Covington called WestRock, a papermill. Like so many rural
areas of Virginia, the population of the Alleghany Highlands is declining
and much of its future is tied to the Jackson River and Lake Moomaw.

It is more than likely that floods and hurricanes imposed upon new
pipeline construction, or even older construction, would cause major
erosion to the mountains and in other places where the pipeline would
cross streams. Serious and irreparable damage will occur to the Jackson
River, Back Creek Lake Moomaw and the Cowpasture River. Karst
formations, springs and wells will be damaged in such floods. Many of the
slopes are 80 degrees, or more, and could never withstand that kind of
water volume. As an example, during Hurricane Camille, whole sides of
mountains gave way and eroded into the valleys and streams below. The
potential and probable damage to the Jackson River, Cowpasture River
and their tributaries from such floods would be devastating and
irreparable. It is not humanly possible to construct a pipeline, like the one
proposed by Dominion, that would not be wrecked by floods and
hurricanes like the ones referred to above.

Also attached is an article from the March 12, 2017, edition of the
Roanoke Times entitled "Pipeline's Path Stirs Concerns for Water"
showing that the City of Roanoke, Virginia, has serious concerns about
sediment in the Roanoke River from the Mountain Valley Pipeline (MVP).

Also attached are letters, dated March 9, 2017, and March 13, 2017, from
the JRPA to the "governing bodies" in the Alleghany Highlands expressing
concern about erosion damage to the pipeline right-of-way from fiood
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waters thereby adversely affecting the Jackson River; Hidden Valley
(USFS); Lake Moomaw by the (USFS) and the Corps of Engineers; and
the Cowpasture River.

21.  Attached to this comment are articles from the November 5, 2015, edition
of the Highland County Recorder, showing some of the damages from
the great flood of 1985, to Highland County alone. The remainder of the
Alleghany Highlands suffered similar damages.

22.  This pipeline jeopardizes the future of the Jackson River, the Cowpasture
River, Lake Moomaw and the communities and businesses in the
Alleghany Highlands. These comments and motion call upon FERC to
make a thorough analysis of the environmental impact on Virginia's rivers,
streams and lakes before a certificate is granted and the power of eminent
domain is unleashed.

23.  In the opinion of the undersigned, it is impossible to construct Dominion’s
proposed pipeline without causing serious and permanent damages that
make building the project prohibitive.

24.  For the reasons outlined above, it is clear that the DEIS does not include
a scientifically based, detailed analysis of the impact of hurricanes and
floods on the proposed right-of-way. The result of that omission is that the
public and all contributing state and federal agencies cannot properly and
meaningfully evaluate and comment on Dominion's proposed project. At
the very least, FERC should gather that information and file a
supplemental or amended DEIS (QOr. Envtl. Council v Kunzman, 817 F.2d
484, 492).

WHEREFORE, for the reasons stated above, the JRPA and the CRPA move
FERC to require Dominion to project how the above referenced floods and hurricanes
would impact the project, if built, and how such floods and hurricanes would impact the
Jackson River, the Cowpasture River and Lake Moomaw, and all tributaries in the
watersheds of those rivers and streams. In addition, impacts of such floods on Karst
formations, springs, wells and other environmental elements should be considered.

Once this information has been collected, FERC must file an amended or
supplemental DEIS for public and agency comment.

Having considered all those factors, JRPA and CRPA respectfully prays that
Dominion's requested certificate be denied.

March 31, 2017 Page 5
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Jackson River, tIOﬂ Asso |
?/
V‘flham'i' Wilson, Presudent
Cowpastu Preservati xssomatlon Inc.
By:

C. Nelson Hoy, Presndent

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

| hereby certify that | have on March 31, 2017, caused the forgoing document to
be served upon each person designed on the official service list compiled b

v

Wifllam T. Wilson, President
Jackson River Preservation Association, Inc.

Secretary in this proceeding.

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

| hereby certify that | have on March 31, 2017, caused the forgoing document to

be served upon each person designed on the official service list compiled by the

Secretary in this proceeding. Q {\

C. Neison Hoy, President
Cowpasture River Preservati ssociation, Inc.
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Attachments:

"Pipeline's Bath Stirs Concerns for Water" Article dated March 12, 2017
l.etter to Governing Bodies dated March 9, 2 017

Letter to Governing Bodies dated March 13, 2017

"Swept Away" Article dated November 5, 2015

Carbon Copies:

Secretary Molly Ward

Office of the Secretary of Natural Resources
Commonwealth of Virginia

1111 East Broad Street

Richmond, Virginia 23218

Mr. David K. Paylor, Director
Department of Environmental Quality
Commonwealth of Virginia

1111East Broad Street

Richmond, Virginia 23218

Mr. Bob Duncan, Executive Director

Virginia Department of Game and Inland Fisheries
P. O. Box 90778

Henrico, VA 23228

Senator Creigh Deeds
Virginia State Senator
Senate of Virginia, Room 430
Post Office Box 386
Richmond, Virginia 23218

Delegate Terry Austin
P. O. Box 400
Buchanan, VA 24066

Senator Emmett Hanger
Virginia State Senator
Senate of Virginia, Room 431
Post Office Box 396
Richmond, Virginia 23218
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Delegate Benjamin L. Cline
General Assembly Building
P.O. Box 406

Richmond, Virginia 23218

Senator Tim Kaine
Room 231 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

U.S. Senator Mark R. Warner
475 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Congressman Robert W. Goodlatte
2309 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Congressman H. Morgan Griffith
2022 Rayburn HOB
Washington, DC 20515

Gregory Buppert

Senior Attorney

Southern Environmental Law Center
201 West Main St., Ste.
Charlottesville, VA 22902-5065

Mr. John Bruce, News Editor
Highland Recorder

P. 0. Box 10

Monterey, VA 24465

Roanoke Times
201 W. Campbell Ave.
Roanoke, VA 24011

Virginian Review
128 N. Maple Ave.
Covington, VA 24426

March 31, 2017
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Pipeline's path stirs concerns for water

By Duncan Adams
duncan.adams@roanoke.com
981-3324 | Posted: Sunday, March 12, 2017 7:41 am

The Roanoke River needs love, understanding and attention and not a new source of sediment.
So says Bill Tanger, chairman of Friends of the Roanoke River.

"Sediment is now the biggest problem on the upper Roanoke River," said Tanger, who is also a
member of the Upper Roanoke River Roundtable.

Dwayne D'Ardenne, stormwater utility manager for the city of Roanoke, agreed that sediment
already is a worry for the upper river. Sediment that settles in streams can smother aquatic life and
can transport bacteria and industrial pollutants like PCBs, he said.

Enter the proposed Mountain Valley Pipeline, Although the pipeline's current route does not pass
through the city of Roanoke, city officials recently acknowledged concerns about how erosion and
sediment linked to the infrastructure project could affect the Roanoke River as the waterway
winds through the jurisdiction.

The 42-inch diameter, 303-mile buried pipeline would pass through the Roanoke River's
watershed in Montgomery and Roanoke counties as it transports natural gas at high pressure from
Wetzel County, West Virginia, to another pipeline in Pittsylvania County.

It would cross the river itself about 1.2 miles upstream from the intake for the Spring Hollow
Reservoir, a regional source of drinking water whose withdrawals from the river are suspended
when sediment levels are high.

The Western Virginia Water Authority operates the 3.2 billion-gallon reservoir, which stores
water before it is treated for drinking. The authority has remained neutral about the pipeline, but it
has voiced concerns about the project's potential to precipitate erosion and add sediment.

"Sediment in the river has a direct impact on the number of days we can pump out of the Roanoke
River, and we do not want to reduce the number of days that we can pump," said Sarah
Baumgardner, a spokeswoman for the authority.

"While the screens on the intake pumps minimize sediments coming into the reservoir, sediment
can transport contaminants and bacteria and ultimately collect in the reservoir,” she said.

No one disputes that the Mountain Valley project, if approved by the Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission, will add sediment to the Roanoke River watershed,

That will be especially frue during project construction.

http://www.roanoke.com/etimes/mapping/pipeline-s-path-stirs-concerns-for-water/article_... 3/13/2017
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First, a 125-foot wide construction right-of-way will be cleared of trees and other vegetation that
serves to reduce run off into the creeks that feed the north and south forks of the Roanoke River at
its headwaters.

"The relatively dense tree canopy in the head water areas intercepts rainfall so that it gently
penetrates the ground as groundwater rather than flowing overland as runoff,” wrote Pamela
Dodds, a geologist whose report about the pipeline's potential impacts on watersheds in Roanoke
County was submitted by the county to FERC in comments about the commission's draft
environmental impact statement for the project.

As construction proceeds, there will be trenching to a depth of about 10 feet. There will be
blasting. Heavy equipment will compact soils. The pipeline's route will take it up and down steep
slopes where soil cover is already susceptible to erosion.

The pipeline itself, or new or altered roads designed to provide access to the pipeline, will cross
Roanoke River tributaries, including high-quality streams like Bottom Creek on Bent Mountain.

According to a report by Environmental Solutions & Innovations, or ESI, a consultant hired by the
pipeline company, increased sediment loads associated with project construction "are likely to
continue downstream [in the Roanoke River] until the sediment is arrested behind the first dam
(i.e. Niagara Dam) or is deposited into Smith Mountain Lake."

Mountain Valley plans to bury the pipeline five feet beneath the bottom of the Roanoke River
after diverting water and cutting an open trench across the riverbed.

From the pipeline's crossing in the upper Roanoke River to the Niagara Dam is a distance of about
20miles, Tanger said.

The ESI report analyzed potential watershed sedimentation tied to the Mountain Valley Pipeline's
crossing of a total of about 3.4 miles of the Jefferson National Forest.

The Forest Service criticized the report when it was first released in June 2016, suggesting it
understated how long erosion from the pipeline project would contribute added sediment loads
and overstated how much sediment would be diverted or captured by erosion control barriers or
structures.

Mountain Valley recently submitted to FER Carevised report by ESI that acknowledges sediment
loads will remain elevated for several years after pipeline construction ends. The report notes that
"it is expected that sediment loads and yields will reach a new sediment equilibrium
approximately four to five years from the start of the project.”

Tanger is among a host of others who worry that erosion and other sources of sediment tied to the
pipeline threaten the ongoing recovery of the Roanoke River from abuses past.

http:/fwww.roanoke.com/etimes/mapping/pipeline-s-path-stirs-concerns-for-water/article ... 3/13/2017
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In December, Rupert Cutler and Diana Christopulos — two residents of the region long
recognized as knowledgeable environmental watchdogs — advised members of the Roanoke City
Council that the pipeline could be a significant source of sediment for the Roanoke River.

Cutler said sediment from the pipeline could be a setback for expensive efforts to control storm
water runoff and reduce contamination of the river. He said the sediment also could diminish the
Roanoke River's appeal for canoeists and kayakers as the region continues to promote itself as a
mecca for outdoors recreation,

The Roanoke Valley Alleghany Regional Commission recently received a $5,000 grant from the
Virginia Tourism Corp. to help promote the Roancke River Blueway.

Cutler was a member of the city council when it helped create the regional water authority and
was a member of the authority's original board of directors. He served as an assistant secretary of
agriculture during the administration of President Jimmy Carter and provided policy direction for
the U.S. Soil Conservation Service, now the Natural Resources Conservation Service.

Christopulos, president of both the Roanocke Valley Cool Cities Coalition and Roanoke
Appalachian Trail Club, emphasized that the pipeline's ascent and descent of steep slopes could
yield an enormous amount of erosion.

And she encouraged members of the city council to learn more about the project. In February,
City Manager Chris Morrill provided the council a preliminary report.

Morrill noted that the pipeline's traverse of steep slopes in Roanoke County suggests "there is a
significant risk for erosion” and described as legitimate the concern of increased sediment flowing
downstream into the city.

H

He said increased sediment could impact the city's
sediment, bacteria and PCBs" in the river.

ability to achieve progress in reducing

James Golden, director for operations for the Virginia Department of Environmental Quality, said
the department is well aware that the Mountain Valley Pipeline project has the potential to be a
significant source of erosion and sediment along its route in Virginia.

He said the department anticipates that Mountain Valley will soon submit detailed erosion and
sediment plans for the project. Natalie Cox, a spokeswoman for the pipeline company, suggested
the same.

"MVP has been working with the Virginia DEQ to develop erosion and sediment control plans
that meet the requirements of their regulatory program," Cox said.

http://www.roanoke,com/etimes/mapping/pipeline-s-path-stirs-concerns-for-water/article_... 3/13/2017
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Golden said Mountain Valley has agreed to pay for additional staff or consultants that DEQ might
need to review the erosion and sediment plans and to have inspectors in the field if and when
construction launches in Virginia.

He said the erosion and sediment plans will be posted online for public review.
Cutler said government officials must be vigilant watchdogs.

“The protection of the quality of the water in the Roanoke River is a fundamental responsibility of
government — protecting health, safety and welfare," he said.

FERC is working on a final environmental impact statement for the pipeline. Mountain Valley
hopes to begin construction later this year.

hitp:/fwww roanoke.com/etimes/mapping/pipeline-s-path-stirs-concerns-for-water/article_... 3/13/2017
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William T. Wilson, President
Jackson River Preservation Association, Inc.

Street Address:
228 N. Maple Ave.
Covington, VA 24426

Mailing Address:
P, O. Box 590

Covington, VA 24426 Toll Free: (800) 948-5971

Telephone: (540) 962-4986
Facsimile: (540) 9628423

E-mail: wiw1130@aol.com

Mayor Thomas H. Sibold, Jr.
Covington City Coundil

318 E. Mallow Rd.
Covington, VA 244286

Chairman Stephen A. Benneit
Alleghany County Board of Supervisors
6800 Rich Patch Rd.

Covington, VA 24426

Mayor Cart Brinkley
Town of Clifton Forge
P. O. Box 621

Clifton Forge, VA 24422

Mr. Brett Schoenfield
Managing Director

The Omni Homestead Resort
7696 Sam Snead Highway
Hot Springs, VA 24445

March 8, 2017

Chairman Richard Byrd

Bath County Board of Supervisors
P. O. Box 381

Hot Springs, VA 24445

Vice Mayor Robert W, Daniel
Town of lron Gate

P. O. Box 182

ron Gate, VA 24448

Ms. Rebecca Johnson
Communications Manager
WestRock

104 E. Riverside
Covington, VA 24426

Mayor Rich Holman
Town of Monterey
P. O. Box 460
Menterey, VA 24465

Re: Dominion's Proposed Natural Gas Pipeline through Bath and

Highland Counties

Dear Lady and Gentlemen:

The Jackson River Preservation Association, Inc. {JRPA) has become involved in
the debate about whether or not to build a natural gas pipeline through Bath and
Highland Counties. We have filed as "Intervenors" in the case before the Federal
Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) and have gone on record against the project.

Early on, | did not think our governing bodies south of Bath County had much of
a stake in the debate but as the facts developed, it occurred to me that they did. My
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reasoning goes like this: The Jackson River is a precious jewel for the Alleghany
Highlands and much of our future, as far as tourism is concerned, is tied to that river. [t
is reported to be one of the finest trout streams in the United States and has become a
recreational Mecca for thousands of local people and tourists. The river parallels the
Jackson River Scenic Trail, as you know, and together they act as a huge attraction to
tourists.

Anything that seriously degrades that river is a blow to the area and to our
economy.

FERC has filed a Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) but has not
seriously addressed the issue | believe to be of greatest importance - and that is the
probable impact of floods and Hurricanes on the pipeline right-of-way and the pipeline
itself. | am enclosing a draft of a filing the JRPA and the Cowpasture River Preservation
Association (CRPA) plan to file with FERC regarding this issue. Dominion’s plans call
for the pipeline to go up and down steep mountains (some 70-80 percent) and under
both Jackson River, at Bolar in Bath County, and under Back Creek, above Dominion's
Pumped Storage lakes. Our argument, as you can see, is that floods like ones in 1985
and the summer of 2016 will ravage the pipeline and its right-of-way resulting in
massive amounts of silt and pollution in the Jackson River, Back Creek, and their
tributaries, and Lake Moomaw.

If the predictable occurs, the ripple effect will be downstream to Hidden Valley,
Lake Moomaw and may even adversely affect WestRock's operation in Covington. | am
sure the Homestead Hotel has a stake in keeping the Jackson River in good shape.

FERC has given notice that it will receive comments from the public until April 6,
2017. Atfter that, it will issue a final EIS and may or may not grant Dominion a permit.
As you can see, time is of the essence,

My hope is that each governing body, WestRock and the Homestead Hotel will
examine the probable environmental impacts of this proposed pipeline and make
comments directly to FERC. If you need contact information, please call 540-962-4986.

By the way, there are no proposed taps on this pipeline as it goes through Bath
and Highland Counties.

May | suggest that we get a delegation together for a guided tour of the proposed
crossings in Bath and Highland Counties? | think you will be amazed at the steepness
of the mountains over which this pipeline proposes to cross. Please let me know if you
will go.

Best to all.
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Sincerely,

il o

William T. Wilson, President
Jackson River Preservation Association, Inc.

WTW/Klc
Enclosure
ccs:  Senator Creigh Deeds
Senator Mark Warner
Senator Tim Kaine
Senator Emmett W. Hanger
Congressman Robert W. Goodlatte
Ms. Molly Ward, Secretary of Natural Resources
Mr. David Paylor, Director DEQ
Col. Jason Kelly, PMP, Corps of Engineers
Mr. Bob Duncan, Executive Director VDGIF
Mr. Mike Hayslett, Executive Director CRPA
Mr. Tony Tooke, Regional Forester, Southern Region, USDA Forest Service
Mr. David Sligh, Conservation Director, Wild Virginia
Mr. Nelson Hoy, CRPA President
Mr. Richard Brooks, CRPA
Mr. Rick Webb, Dominion Pipeline Coalition Group
Mr. Greg Buppert, SELC
Virginian Review
The Recorder
Roanoke Times
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William T. Wilson, President
Jackson River Preservation Association, Inc.

Street Address: Mailing Address: Telephone: (540) 962-4986
228 N, Maple Ave. P. O. Box 590 Facsimile: (540) 9628423
Covington, VA 24426 Covington, VA 24426 Toll Free: (800} 848-5971

E-mail: wiw1130@aol.com

Mayor Thomas H. Sibold, Jr.
Covington City Council

318 E. Mallow Rd.
Covington, VA 24426

Chairman Stephen A. Benneit
Alleghany County Board of Supervisors
6800 Rich Patch Rd.

Covington, VA 24426

Mayor Carl Brinkley
Town of Clifton Forge
P. O. Box 621

Clifton Forge, VA 24422

Mr. Brett Schoenfield
Managing Director

The Omni Homestead Resort
7696 Sam Snead Highway
Hot Springs, VA 24445

March 13, 2017

Chairman Richard Byrd

Bath County Board of Supervisors
P. O. Box 381

Hot Springs, VA 24445

Vice Mayor Robert W. Daniel
Town of Iron Gate

P. O. Box 182

lron Gate, VA 24448

Ms. Rebecca Johnson
Communications Manager
WestRock

104 E. Riverside
Covington, VA 24426

Mayor Rich Holman
Town of Monterey
P. O. Box 460
Monterey, VA 24465

Re: Jackson River Preservation Association, Inc. (JRPA) - ACP

Dear Lady and Gentlemen:

As a follow-up to my letter to you dated March 9, 2017, | am attaching an article,
dated March 12, 2017, from the Roanoke Times entitled "Pipeline's path stirs concerns
for water" which indicates that Roanoke City if waking up to the expectation of
"sediment" coming from the Mountain Valley Pipeline (MVP).

We in the Alleghany Highlands have the same "expectation” regarding the ACP
and we need to meet and act in concert on this problem.
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| look forward to hearing from you.

W

William T. Wilson, President
Jackson River Preservation Assaociation, Inc.

WTW/klc
Attachment
ccs:  Senator Creigh Deeds
Senator Mark Warner
Senator Tim Kaine
Senator Emmett W. Hanger
Congressman Robert W. Goodlatte
Ms. Molly Ward, Secretary of Natural Resources
Mr. David Paylor, Director DEQ
Col. Jason Kelly, PMP, Corps of Engineers
Mr. Bob Duncan, Executive Director VDGIF
Mr. Mike Hayslett, Executive Director CRPA
Mr. Tony Tooke, Regional Forester, Southern Region, USDA Forest Service
Mr. David Sligh, Conservation Director, Wild Virginia
Mr. Nelson Hoy, CRPA President
Mr. Richard Brocks, CRPA
Mr. Rick Webb, Dominion Pipeline Coalition Group
Mr. Greg Buppert, SELC
Virginian Review
The Recorder
Roanoke Times
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On Nav. 7, 1985, this was The Recorder’s powerful front-page image of the bridge across Back Creek on U.5. 84, just east of Route 600, destroyed

when high waters pulled the west end of the bridge from its supports shortly after noon on Monday, Nov. 4. It was captured by then news editor
Winnie Richardson.

The Flood of 1985: Heroes, neighbors, survivors

There are events that shape communities ‘Why revisit those terrible days, from three mans, despite all our modern advances, are not
forever. The flood of 1985 was one of them. decades 2go? The Recorder chose to recapture  in control of our environment and its responses
It cemented neighbors and friends in a time of  that time — now generally dubbed the “Elec-  a2s much as we’d like to think we are.
crisis. it changed our mouantzin landscapes and  tion Day flood” — for a few reasons, Therefore, we knot together in the face of
streams. Most agree it was the most frightening Bath ard Highland countics have new and overwhelming forces more powerful than we,
and devastating crisis to ever hit the Allegheny  young native residents who either know noth-  and recagnize the unigue relativnship with our
Highlands, and beyond. ing aboul that flood, or were too little when it natoral surrounds cannot be taken for granted.

Thirty years ago this week, the remuants of 8 happened 1o have 2 sense of what happened and ~ We have a responsibility, also, to those who
hurricanc settled over these ridges and dropped  why. They should be aware of certain events in - lost their lives — to honor, remember, and keep

enough water to turn creeks into rivers, pas- our area’s history, and this ftood was a major their memories alive before all who knew and
lares into ponds, and rivers into raging lorrents  marker of our community’s past. loved them {ade away.

powerful enough to take out homes, roads, Our area already held a strong bond, celtur- The Recorder appreciates First & Citizens
bridges, power lines — and strip any sensc of  ally and spiritually. But facing a trauma of Bank for supporting its efforts to fell this story
safety from those who had lived here peace- this magnitude is the kind of thing that brings ~ again, for the sake of those who never knew it,
fully alt their lives. people even closer, and reminds us that we hu-  and in memory of those who perished.

The Recorder Thursday, November 5, 2015
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aters
without
warning

MONTEREY and WARM SPRINGS
- Halloween in 1985 was a dreasy, driz.
zhy day, but children jooked forward 10 the
haunted house at The Highland Inn. There
were fewer tittle ghosls and gobling aboul
berause of the rain, biet na one thought much
about the gloomy weather.

Bath and Highland residents were gear-
ing up for the following Tucsday’s elections.
Geraid Balites was ranning for govemorand
Emmett Hanger was secking re-clection to
the district delegate seat. President Ronatd
Reagan was in office. Huating seasan was
kicking in, and it looked to be a good one
for deer. The most exeiting news was 1t
after decades of construciion, the world's
largest purnped storage station was about
to go online right here at Back Creek in
Mountain Grove.

Little did anyone know then, but that fa-
cility would play a eritieal role by Monday,
when the biggest flood to hit this area came
withour waming.

Gver the next 48 hours, the rain picked
up and continued — he confluence of alow-
pressure system and the remnants of Hor-
ricane Juan, which had twice swept ashore
over Florida and Louisiana. What was left of
the storm made its way porth, ninning hend
long into another front. By Saturday, the
ground was saturated;, by Sunday, the whole
mess stalied aver the Allegheny Mountains
and valleys,

Monday morning, Now. 4, residents
acrass the region awoke to rising waters.
The creeks and rivers were swelling Faster
than anyone could imagine, “lt was so un-

L)
Alarge section on U.5. 220 about 12 mile

Monday, Nov. 4, 1985, The cement culvert, which controls the water from o creek on the other side of the
road, sustoined severe damage. (Recorder file photo)

expected,” a Warm Springs resident said a1
the time. “It didn’t really start raining hard
until Sunday night.”

By Tucsday — Elcetion Day ~ homes
were lost; dozens were dead; and Virginia
and West Virginia countics were declared
federal disaster areas.

With waters rising a1 an alarming rate
ihat Monday, school officials took action
quickly, closing Bath schools at 12:30 p.m.
But road conditiens had already detericrated
so badly the school board decided not 1o
send oul buses, and asked parents to pick
up their chifdren. Not afl of them could be
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retrieved, leaving about 100 students spend-
ing the night at Valtey Elememtary School
and 30 a1 Bath County High School {sec A
night at school,” page 20).

By the time Highland schools closed a5 §
£.IM., Waler was running across many roads.

According to the Nov. 7, 1985 Recorder,
“dost of the studepts were safely delivered
home, but Albert Shuftz had o bring some
of the children on his bus back to Manterey
because the bridge on U.S. 84 near Ravte
600, had collapsed into Back Creck, The
children were later picked up by parents
and friends.”

s south of Monterey wos washed away by the raging Jacksen River

Highlund superintendest Dr, Jack Gold
made plans to reopen Lhe sehools st the
end of the week, but asked parents 10 bring
<hildren to the main road te cateh the bus,
“Same places, such as the entrance to Pos-
sum Trot, according te Gold, are passable by
car, but there is not enotgh roem 1o safely
take a bus through,” the paper reported,

Word came that week of two deaths, and
two people missing in the Highland area,
but none in Bath,

A carload of people traveling to RHigh-
Jand County that Monday included Ruby
Skeen. the wife of Bernard Skeen, a former
MeDowell minister, Mrs, Skeen was driving
1o Highland from Berkeley Springs, W.va,,
wilh her sister and grandson when their car
was swepl away. Mrs. Skeen's body wes
lacated, but the cthers were slill among the
missing by Thursday.

Anather family, the Spencers, suffered
a simitar fate, being swepl away from their
fieme along U.S. 220 despite the heroic ef-
forts of a neighbar, Ivan Stone, who tried
te save them. (See “A hero lost,” page 30).

Rick Amstrong is retired frem the Bath
County Sheriff s Office and is now president
of the Bath County Historical Society. He
was a road deputy at the time of the flood.
He recalled answering calls stanting about
8 a.m. that Monday moming. One was to
the Jackson River bridge on Route 39 in
the Fassifern Farm area, [o Block traffic
afler the water rase over the bridge. “There
were several tailers along the road in a low
spot, That area was full of waser. That isthe
most vivid memory 1 have of the flood,”
Armstrong said.

Rocky Phillips of Mitchelitown had just

Hot 3prings residents jumped in to unclog storm drains to lower the water level on Main Street. The creek !eftahunting campon Back Creekin Mf”“ﬂi
behind the businesses on the right overflowed its banks, and washed down the street and into most of the in Grove when the water started rising.

establishments during 1985°s flood. (Recorder file photo)

Sea WATERS, page 20

The Recorder Thursday, November 5, 2015
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Route 642 between Forks of Water and Blue Grass was blocked by several
mud and rock slides Tuesday after the flood. This one covered only half
the road. The state highway department and local citizens had the road
tlear by mid-afternoon that day. (Recorder file photo)

From WATERS, page 19

was 3l Webb's Store, and the water started
runaing across the parking kot into the store.
Within 30 minutes, there was six inches
of water in the parking lot,” he recailed.
“Charlic Lindsay and [ pul sandbags az the
door to keep the water out of the store. We
started grabbing everything we could put on
1op of cach other to divert the water back 10
the parking fat.”

Armstrong and Phillips agreed there
was no hint that weekend of severe flood.
ing. “f don't recadl that it was forecast to
be aty big deal. I think it was onc of those
things that just unexpectedly escatated io a
big deal,” Armstrong said. “It just came on
reaily quickly. [t was a very rapid vise in a
very short time."

After he left Webb's, Phillips headed
toward Hat Springs. “Water was ruaning
down Bath House Hill. The ditches were fult
and Lthe water was in the road and on the golfl
course. Water was in the street dowmowa,
It was threc-quarters up on the wheels of
the cars that were parked there. The rescue
squad had a boat going down Lhe middtc of
the sireel. ] thought, Lord have mercy, what
are we inlo now?™ he said.

Al that time, there were only five or six
deputies in the sheriff"s department under
Sheriff J.W. Bryan Jv.“Everyone was called
out quickly once the flooding started,”
Armstrong said.

Armstrong was living on Mill Creek
Road in Millbora at the time of ihe Acod.
He was building a home and was staying
with liis mother. Her basement had water in
i1, but escaped serious damage. Phillips was
living in Mitchellown and his heme was pot
affected. “Seme friends of mine had water
in their baserments,” Phillips said.

Phillips remembered removing the debris
frem Warm Springs Run with the late Urban
“Jake" Cleek. “We were just down from The
Gristmitl. We were 1rying to get the water 10
keep going down the creek,” he said, *The
Tool bridge had washed away. We were wor-
ried about old terra colla water pipes running
across the creck and were scared the water
and debris would break ther, Thankluily,
Lhe lines didn"t break, Swff was just mased

up ond piled up everywhere., [t was unreal,”

He was using achain saw and Cleck was
clearing debris with his hands. “We Jooked
up and the wheel at The Gristmill was turn-
ing. Jake said it had been broken for cight
or hine years, but thal water was tuming it
It had that much pressure,” Phillips said.

Following along day, Armstrong headed
home, Abou one-half mile from his moth-
er's house, a bridge on Mill Creek Road was
washed away. *“You could hear the beulders
moving,” he said, But Armstrong was deler-
mined. “] parked my car and started 10 walk
home. There was a trail along the bank of
the creek, and there was supposed o be a
footbridae across the creek. The water was
waist deep across the bridge, but there was
a cable lrand hald. I held onto the cable and
walked across the bridge, | went across the
road and up a logging road. 1 then wem
through the clearing where I was building
my heuse and through the woods to my
mother’s house. Laoking back on all that, 1
was lucky, very lucky. For whatever reason,
1 had made up my mind 1 was going home.

*When [ gat lo my mother’s hause, [ took
my gur belt off and dumped the water out
of the holser. | had to walk to my car for
several days,” bie said.

Communication was difficult. Most Bath
and Highland zresidents lost power fora shon
time, but some were without eleetrieity
for days foilowing. Long distance service
was oul most of those twa days, making it
difficult to get informaiian, Highland Tete-
phene Cooperative scrambled to have long
distance restored by Wednesday. Mouniain
Grove-Williamsville Telephone Ca. made
many repairs, but awaited the restoration
of 2 line from Staunton. Local phone ser-
vice was back in Bath County by Tuesday
mosming but no one knew how long it would
take Lo get electricity or water and sewage
restored.

The waler system for Warm Springs was
under five feet of water Tuesday, leaving
residents without drinking water, Cleek was
a supervisor at the time, and got the word
out that a hydrant a1 what was the County

Seg WATERS, page 21
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‘If there were any heroes, it
would be everybody.’

~ The late Randy Stephenson, principal of
Valley Elementary School in 1985

night at school

ASHWOOD — While the surprise flooding made many fearful, there was a
group who iocked upon the whole event as an exciting adventure: Children at
Valley Elementary School in Ashwoad.

Jackie Stephenson, whose late husband Randy was principal of VES in 1985,
recalled, “There were some schoal buses thal could not take the children home
because of thie high waters in Hot Springs. Hot Springs is where the major flooding
was.” So, thiose bus drivers who could not finish their rostes had no choice but to
turn around, and bring the children back 16 the schooel.

“There were more than 00 or so children who were sheltered in the school
overnight,” Stephensorn said. “Of course, they had to be fed dinner. Charone
Jenkins was the caleleria manager, and she stayed at the school. Charlotte was
instrumental in getting dinner ready for these children. Her husband had a big
ald truck, so he made it through the waier 1o get Charlotie and bring her home.
My daughter Jessica was in kindergarien at the time, and ] was working at the
central office (Bath County School Board building), T asked Chartanie to bring
Iessica to me at the office, since Charlotic lived nearby. When she got here, she
was nol happy. ‘1 wanted 10 s1ay ai school swith my friends, because that is where
the action is!’ she told me.,

“There were a whole slew of kids these at the school, and a Jot of teachers
couldn’t get home either. Others made arrangements to stay there to help super-
vise the Kids, They made o plan and activated it: They showed movies and played
games; the gy and the libeary were open. So, thesc kids were enlertained royally
until they coutd get them bedded down for the night,” Stephenson sald.

Somehow word of the situation at the school reached The Homestead, and
someone there sent a tnickioad of blankets to the school. *] don't recall who the
fellow was., or how he got there, or how many blankets — a ruckioad - and the
kids stept on the (loors, which were carpeted,” she continued.

They needed breakfast the next morning, of course. So, even though schoof
was closed, Charlotte Jenkins made her way back 10 the school and saw that the
children were fed,

Stephenson also recalied, “There was one fittle boy who was dinbetic, and
he needed insulin, His parents couldn’t get there to bring it. so Randy called the
Hot Springs Pharmacy, which was also Sooded. But, (pharmacist} Jack Williams
was there, He told Randy he'd prepare the insulia, but that Randy would have 10
come pick it up.”

The principal, always nattily attired. jeft the schoof in his car and managed to
make it as far as the Watchbox, near the back entrance of the hotel.

“He said he took off his socks, folded them up, and put them in his pocket,™
his wife recalled. "Then, he put his good shoes back on, rolled up his pants above
his knees and waded through water 1o get the medicine. He figlred he'd al least
have dry socks to wear when he got back 10 the school.”

She said, “It’s kind of funny, but seme of those kids didn’t want to go home
the next day, they were having such i good time. Everybody pitched in; it was an
emergency and Bath County is always good for that.”

Randy Steplienson 1old the story himsell, documented by the Bath County
Historical Society five years afier the flood, "The children took it all in stride.
Some didn't want to go when their parents came for them — they wanted to stay
for the festivities,” he said, “The Homestead sent aver blankets and pitlows for
everyone. We put the boys at one end of the schook, in the Hbrary, and the girls at
the other, We had no electricity or phenes, only eandtes and fashlighes,

“We even hnd some adults. Parents had come up to get their children and found
they couldn’t get back home, They spent the nigly, 100.”

Stephenson said he dida't realize how bad things were unsil he left the schoal
to pick up medicine for a child in Hot Springs. “It was a very interesting ordeal,
1o say the feast. The right was one I suspect that all of us will remember."”

He stayed m the school, and cafeteria workers stayed tase to fix hot dogs for
the stranded students and amrived early the next moming 10 prepare breakfast,

Stephenson said he didn’t {eel he did anything heroic, “If there were any heroes,
it would be everybody,” he said.
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‘We looked up

and the wheel at

The Gristmill was
turning. Jake said it
had been broken for
eight or nine years,
but that water was
turning it. It had that

much pressure.’
~ Rocky Philfips

The footbridge to the
Gristmill Inn in Warm
Springs was washed out.
Managers of the inn said the
dumage to the square was
not severe, The wine cellar
was flooded but the wine
was rescued, {Recorder file
photo)

Seat Exxon Station was turned on for resi-
dents 1o gel drinking and caoking water.

Roads were a mess, blocked with so
much water and debris by Tuesday mom-
ing that many were impassable. Highway
department crews got 1o work fast 1o
open access, particitlarly to main areries.
By Thursday, U.S. 220 was opened from
Highland 10 Covington, but only one lane
in several places.

Travel to Frankiin, W.Va,, on U.S, 220
nerth, however, was nearly impossible. The
Reeorderintentiewed one persan who some-
how made it from Franklin to Montercy
Tuesday night. He said only four-whee)
drive vehicles would make it. "At a few
places, where streams are coming off the
mountain, the water was up 1o the 1op of
the radiator on his Jeep,” the repart stated.
“He described the large chunks of missing
highway as a jigsaw puzzle

Route 600 and the Back Creek arca was
a big problem. The bridge crossing the
creek on Route 84 was kaocked from its
suppoits, so highway workers made a few
quick repairs to Route 600, from U.S. 23010
Route 84, 1o create an alternate route to West
Virginia and Vepco’s Back Creek Pumped
Storage Station. “The 12-mile stretch of
Route 600 is passable but very slow,” the
newspaper said, “Creeks weree still running
across the road in a few places and on Toes-
day evening, ather spats were wide eaough
for a pickup truck 1o pass, The highway
depariment has no estimale on road repairs
at this time, because the long distance phone
lines kave beea down.”

That bridge, and a sectien of U.S, 220
south, were going to take the Jongest time
to ropair, “Local erews are working long
lours lo make roads inthe cornly passable.”
The Recorder reported, but there just wasnt
enongh manpower to do the major work.

Residents were relicved 1o tearn the new
pumped storape statton wasn't damaged:
its dams were holding and showing no
signs of stress, ajthough there had been ane
mudslide into an interjor road af the project.

DOE HILL —A Highland County
couple was isolated on their Doe Hill
farm for about two weeks as a result of
last month’s fooding, The fast moving
creek washed away Mr. and Mrs. Owen
Hiner’s driveway bridge carly Nov. 4,
and they wailed out the storm in their
home of 43 years.

Mrs. Hiner said her husband siepl that
night but she didn’t. The next moming
their yard and ficids were full of rocks
and waler. They said it ooked as thoagh
three streams were coming toward the
house rather than the one that normally
flows by,

A plank was pus across the ereck asa
footbridge a few days later when the wa-
1er receded, The bridge and supporis had
been rebuilt two years ago. aecording 10
Hiner. The focust post biidge remained

Doe Hill couple stranded

‘They worked all
day long one day
on the supports ...
we are grateful to

have such good

neighbors.’

~ Mrs. Owen Hiner

intact throughout the storm. Hiner said,
but the rock and concrete supports were all
washed away,

Neighbers made the ordeal much easier,
Mrs. Hiner said. They hetped their son

retrieve the bridge and build new sup-
ports. “They worked all day lang one
day on the supports,” she said, and
added, *We are grateful to have such
good neighbors.”

Hiner said he had seen floods in
1939, 1942, and 1949 on his family’s
Doe Hili farm, but this was the worst
and the only one lo alffect the whele
county.

Rocks and debris are still blocking
the stream in places, Hiner said. He
and his wife have spent days picking
the rocks. When people ask why he is
doing zl] the hard work, Hiner said lie
respands, “Tim hunting fora pet rock.™

He continued that he has cieaned
rocks cut of the stream in the past and
will probably do it again.

— The Recorder, November 1985

Because water covercd Lightrer's Bridge on
Route 600 at the north end of the station’s
lower reservoir, most workers were upable
to leave the facility Monday sfiernoon.
Little Back Creek ran through she 1own of
Mountain Grove there, preventing exit in
that direction. Onee waters receded Tuesday
afiernoon, roads were opened and workers
were allowed 10 go howme,

The project had controlled flooding
downriver by allowing anly one-fourth of
the water entering the siation (o be rejeased
downstream, according to Robin Sulten-
berger, a spokesman for Yepco at the time.
{Sce “At the station,” page 33).

The Dominion Power pumped storage
project was preparing 1o ge online ot the
time of the flood. [n fact, the rain filled the
reserveir and enabled the project to become
operational sconer than expected.

“That project definitcly saved pans of
Mountain Grove,” Phiflips said, “Without
1hat dam, the damage would have been much

worse up there.”

Armstrong said by the nextday, the water
was still out of its banks in most places, but
had receded considesably,

Phillips also recalled water remaining
high for some titne after the initial flood,
When fte sase waler start ronning at Webb’s,
“T figueed a1 shat point it would fiood. ]
knew we were in for it. That was something
notody bere had ever scen before,” ke said.

Herb Lightner was a 24-year-old High-
tand County deputy in 1985: he recalls
how different law eaforcement operations
were 30 years ago. The office was “kind
of scarce,” he snid. “We only had two road
deputics back then, and three jailers for the
prisoners. Only hree dispatchers. There was
no 24-howr coverage at all.”

Lighiner said the office, vpder Sherff
Milton at the time, knew heavy rains were
expected, but there was no advance waming
system for sudden flooding. *We didn’t have
radar or that kind of technology then” But

d Citizens Bank .

Dennis O'Heam of the office had designed
a kind of makeshilt reverse 911 system, *[
remember when it started to get bad a1 New
Hampden, we were able to call there and
telk some of them to teave,” Lightner said,

“We were werking all the ume and we
kept patrolfing: emergency services person-
nel and the fire departments were telling us
when reads got imgpassable, and 1 remem-
ber we were hoping there wouldn't be any
emergency becasse we coldn't transport
to Augusta Medical Center and choppers
couldn’t fty in the pain. But we didn"t have
any major catastrophe Jike that, People
helped each other.”

The Highland County Volunteer fire
Department was busy pumping basements.
Several houses on the north side of U.S. 250
in Momerey had water and clectrical prob-
lems when a creek gushed over its banks,
filled basements, shorted out electricity and
sparked a few smalt fires. The depaniment

See WATERS, page 22




From WATERS, page 21

removed power boxes 10 insure the safety
of the homes until the water receded to safe
levels.

One couple in Doc Hilf was sizanded for
two weeks after Uheir bridge washed ou.
{See “Doe Hill couple stranded,” page 21},
“Fhings were already fiooded everywhere
so there wasn't a whole lot you could do,™
Lightner reenlled.

Atone point, Lightner said, local funerat
director Bill Obaugh was beyond frustrated
when the sheriff s office got a cail from a
waman who said her boyfriend had dicd.
Lighiner and Obaugh had to take a from-end
loader 10 the place off Shaws Ridge bacause
it was flooded from ridge to ndge in the arca.
“We got up there,” Lightner recalled. “But
he wasn't dead. He was drunk.”

At the time, Sheriff Mitton had what
Lighter described as a “loose knil ™" emergen-
cy coordination system, but rothing formal.

*We called the National Guard but ikey
coutdn’l get bere until the roads clearcd,”
Lightner said. “The whele county presty
much cicared their own roads. We had de-
bris, mud stides. and rock slides for months.
But it was just like when we have a big
spowstorm, everybody helped oul. Lots of
people were stranded. you know, but they
had groceries and canned goods, a wood
supply.” he said, “With the current being off
they couldn’t do much. At that time there
were ol many with generators.”

Lightner said it was cold in the nights at
the time, but then when it froze and tempera-
tures really dropped, it became difficult 10
regair anything. “These contraclors rying to
do the work couldn’t do it,” he said, “And
especially over Hardserabble and toward
Franklia, there was stufT hanging in the trees
everywhere.”

Following 1he flood, Phillips went to
places ke normally hunted in areas like
Mountain Grove, Jack Mountain, and
Ramsey™s Drafi in Augusia County. “If' 1
kadn™t been there before, I wouldn™ have
Known they were the same places. Trees
were crisscrossed and boulders and rocks
had been moved 300 or 600 yards down the
hollows,” he said. *“There s still debris in
Ramsey's Draft. There are still rocks te this
day where they were moved by the flood.”

A1 Back Creek, Phitlips said a truck
driven by a Covingtan man was taken abous
a half-mile down the ereck. Fortunately, the
driver was not injured, “t just floated him
on down the river. He was OK, but he had
ta get another truck,” he said,

Lightner also remembers emergency of -
ficials being concerned about whether the
pumped slorage station dams would hold.
His wife, Theresa, was working there when
the fload hit. “We only had 1wo deputies so
we didn’t have anyone 1o send down there
if they'd needed us. and they had a prety
big stalf there.”

Lightner couldn 't reach his wife, bt last
1 heard they were just going to stay down
there,” Turns out, Theresa and Sarah Shif-
flen ried to make their way home, but only
made i as far as Lynn Townsend's place and
had 1o spend the night there,

Meaxnwhile, most of the time, crews went
around wsnclogging culverts of [eaves and
debris. "Alot of places flooded just because
the culverts were stopped up,” he said.

Afterthe flood, Lightner said the sheriff’s

See WATERS, page 23
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WARM SPRINGS — Three mobile
homes in the Fassifern Trailer Court on
Route 39 south of Warm Springs were
total losses after the flood,

One home was completely submerged
while the water came within one 10 two
feetof the tops of others during the leight
of the storm.

“All three trajlers remained on their
foundations, but their interiors looked as
though they had been picked up, shaken
and replaced on the foundations after
being sprayed with mud,” The Recorder
reported then,

“Morma Giles said a neighbor who
works for the highway department told
her 1o leave because the water was iis-
ing dangerously fast. She wmed off the
cleciricity and left her home of 16 yzars.

The aftermath of floodwaters in a mobile home at the Fassifern Trailer Court in Bath County was
devastating. Observers said water was within two feet of the top of this home late Monday night.

Upon return Tiesday, Giles discovered that
she, her daughter and granddavghter had
tost everything but some clothing that could
be washed. Mrs. Giles also fost her dog in
the flood, but a neighbor's cat found safety
on top of a refrigerator.”

Giles® memory of the time was on record
wilh the Bath County Historical Society.
*I was home with my granddauvghier, whe
was two years oid,” Giles said then, “We
left abow £:30 or 2 becatse the water was
tising. Nelsen Liptrap, & neighbor, offered
10 help us get out, § asked him to please cul
she pas off. When we jeft, the water had
covered the adjoining yards, but there was
o sater in our yard when we left,

“They totd me laterthat by 4:30, the wa-
ter was up to the underpinning of ovrtrailer.
By the next morning, the water had risen to

Trailer court residents lose everything

within two Eeet of the top of our trailer,
Nelson's trailer was covered.”

“We went back in the afternooa. It
was 2 mess. The couch, bookease, chairs
ard TV were overumed. £ looked like
the water had lifted up everything and
turned it over.

“The flood brings back lots of bad
memories. We lost practically every-
thing we owned,

“We got a government grant 1o fielp
us sel up hoesckeeping. They gave us
a list of what we could buy with the
money. Oa Thanksgiving Pay. a man
came oul 1o assess the damage, We used
the grant money to put a down payment
on another house and to replace our
belongings.”

The Jackson River and
other creeks in the
ared rose to the edges
of their banks the
Friday following the
flood, when mare than
an inch of rain fell on
Buth und Highland.
Nso additional damage
was reported but
many residents wafted
nervously for the rains
to stop.

(Recorder file photo)
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of fice began workiag in camest on an emer-
geney plan, and some slandard operating
procedures for emergency evems, “We tried
1o thiak of who had what equipment, and
make a formal Jis: of contacts, like who had
skidders or big tracters,” he said, “1 can't
remember the {irst time we started using
bam radic operators bul it was soon alier”

LElection Day

Region-wide, not surprisingly, most
counlies reported a decline at the poils that

Election Day, Tuesday, Nov, 3,

Mayy Emma McLaughlin Hamilton, a
woman who had voted in every clection
sinee 1920, when the 191h Amendment
granting seffrage rights to American women
was proclaimed, was unable lo vate for
the first time ia 63 years. The road 10 the
MeLaughiin hemestead washed out: Mrs,
Hamilton was 91 that year.

However. her youngest daughter, a
grandmother of five, upheld the {family
voting tradition: when she set out from the
family farm on Election Day, much the same
as her mother did in 1920, Hiking the six
miles over the mountain and washed our
terrain, 59-year-old Norma Hunt reached
the pelis befare they closed that Tuesday to
cast her ballet,

Former Bath Counly registrar Louise
“Lou™ Plecker retired afier more than 28
yearsin 2011, Ad the time, she recalled 1983
as being the most unusual Elcction Day in
her career.

“The day before the clection, the coup-
house had to be closed because of the fieod,”
she had recalled. "“We had 1o change the Hot
Springs polling place to the hardware store
in Mitchelltown. 1 had to use lamps and
candies in the office all day on Election Day.
The current finally came back on about 7:30
p.m."” That was just before resulls began
coming to the office from ihe palling places.
“Lauckily, the lights came or in time for atl
that to be turned in,” she said.

Courthouse records indicate, remarkadly,
that voter tumout here was stil) higher than

Most of the town of Franklin, W.Va. escaped damage from the rising flood waters. This road along the bunks of
the Potomac served Franklin Enterprises and Monongahela Power, two businesses that were the most heavlly

damaged. (Recorder file photo)

the statc average in both counties.

West Virginia in dlre straits

While Highland and Bath residents
reeled from propesty damage, reporns began
trickling in frem neighboring Pocahontas
and Pendleton counties in West Virginia
— and the siluation was much worse there
— 22 counties were declared a federal
disaster arca. Communication was limited
10 ham and police radios because of the
downed power and telephone fines, All
roads ta Martinlon, Parsons, and Petersburg
were biocked by floodwaters. As many as
800 people in Marlinton were completely
stranded.

The Recorder spoke o Pacahontas sher-
iff's deputy Ceaig Doss a1 the time. “Half

of Marlinton is gene,” he satd, adding that
“several people lost their homes, including
me. Water ook mine right down the river.”

The Greenbrier River was expected to
crest al 25 feet — cight fect above flood
stage —sciting a 100-year record. The high-
est levels would hit Marlinton and Alderson.

West Virginia wouvld suffer some 5700
million in damages; 38 people lost their
lives.

Williamsvilie blocked
By Wednesday, the rain was gone aad
power relurned to most of the arca. Clean
up began, even in Mill Gap, thongh power
didn’t zetorn fo that area for seven days.
Bath and Highland had been certified to
get disnster nid; damage was estimaied in

the millions.

Willismsville was particularly hard hit
when the Cowpasture and Bullpasiure rivers
overftowed their banks and did substantial
damage to the roads and farmland in that
area.

The Cowpasture rose eight feet above
Route 614 in many places and deposited
1ons of rock and debris in pastures ard ficlds.
The rord was diveried through an aifalfa
fickd until the highway depariment could
clear rock and debris from the road.

Phillips recalled scenes from the area,
“There were hay fields in Williamsville
going towards McDowell that wese full of
river rocks. People got relief from the siate

See WATERS, page 24
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Recreatlonal vehicles at the Cave Country Store camping grounds along U.5, 220 north near Franklin, W.Va., were battered about by the rushing
waters of the South Branch of the Potomac River. Many of the RVs were swept down river and were totul losses. (Recorder file photo)
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1o gel the rocks out of their ficlds,” he said.

Roule 678 in the Williamsville Gorge
wasclosed vntil Saturday afiemoon, leaving
one camper trapped but safe.

The only others trapped were the Adamg
family = Jim and Beuti Adams, their four
small ¢hildren, and Jim's brother, Byron,
who lived & mite down ihe road from them.
They weee trapped Tor wo weeks.

TheAdams brothers had a hunting guide
business and it was the first day of falt turkey
seascn. "One guy even showed up. ready 1o
lrunt,” Byron Adams recalled. “We couldnt
figure out how he'd gotten in there.”

They had no electricity or water, bul ithey
had plenty of foocd because they had just
stocked up for a group of huating clicnts.
For water, they used an old hand pump, *]
remember it stunk, ke sulphur,”™ Adams
said, *but for some reason, it made the best
coffee.”

He recalls walking that Monday 10 his
brother’s house. “When [ lef, the water was
over my ankles: when | walked back. il was
up 1o my kiees,”

After two weeks. he picked a spot that
“looked good.” and forded the siream in a
Jecp 1o gel oul.

Assessing the damage

By Tuesday a weck later, the only road
still closed in Highland was Route 642 over
Middle Moumdain; residenis had another
way out, however.

A temporary one-lane bridge was built
over Back Creek on Route 84 10 replace
the destroyed bridge, and the washed out
areaon U5, 220 south of Mustoe was filled
with rock and dirt to make it safe for traf.
fic. Highway department supervisor at the
tirne, Roben Marshall Ir., eoukin't say when
repair projects would be finished.

in Bath County, David Mead of the high-
way department reporied no one had been
rapped by closed state roads, but in some
cases, people had to go abouta half-mile out
of their way to reach a main road.

Three Bath bridaes had exlensive wash-
oul, exposiag their pilings and making
them unsafe for heavy vehicles — Route
39 over the Jackson River, Route 620 over
the Cowpasture River, and Route 614 over
the Bullpasture in Williamsvitle.

Mead told Bath supervisors that week
that 90 pieces of road repair equipment and
the manpower 16 operate it were being used
in Bath County alone,

‘The Homestead resort sulfered the most
substantial damage of area businesses.
Flood waters left three inches of mud in
many of the first floor raoms and the eop-
vention center. Both the Upper and Lower
Cascades golf courses had new creeks, gul-
ties and hazards. Four fairways on the Lower
Cascades would have to be compleicly
redesigned and reconstructed.

None of greens were severely damaged,
Hotel spokesman John Gazzola said at the
time that the "hetel is fonunate because
grecns nre expensive and would take a great
deal of time to rebuild.”™ {Sce “Homestead
suffers losses,” page 29).

Major repairs and clean up were delayed
because the ground was so soft that heavy
cquipment nceded 10 tmove debris off wonld
cause more damage, The hetel waited for
ground 1o freeze or become firm.,

At the Upper Cascades course. seven
boles wers damaged; sand traps were

20170331- 5409 FERC PDF (Unofficial) 3/31/2017 2:48:38 PM

often dry river moved the road from the tree line on its banks into an qlfaifa field and took an untold amount
of fence and pasture with it. (Recorder file photo)

debris in the Nov. 4 flood, turning the well-kept greens into a moonscape. (Recorder file phota)

washed out on the 13th hole and were filied
with racks and boulders. Eight holes on the
Lower Cascades were damaged, with the
sceond and 18th hales completely ruined.

Thena Homesiead president Thomas Len-
non estimaled it would cost $300,000 to
repair botl courses, but haped they would
be open by April the next year.

The Virginta Trout Company in Mon-
lerey could barefy begin to assess the extent
of its damages. Cempany president at the
lime, David Johnsion, said the greatest

damage occurred when the Jackson River
fiowed into the spring fed raceways south
of Mustoe.

The main hatchery nonh of Monterey
was a dumping grotnd for mud from the
fast running spring that feeds the lacility.
Jchnsten said they had feund no dead fish
bt believed fish were out of the raceways
and the river and stream were pretty well
stocked.

Damages to arca homes ranged from
fiooded basements 1o washed out porches

and fouadations o total toss of mabile
homes, Three mobile homes in the Fassifern
Trailer Court on Route 39 south of Wann
Springs weretotal Josses. (SeeTrailer court
residents lose everything,” page 22).

West Virginia devastated
Bath and Highland suffercd a lot of dam-
age, bul neighbering West Virginia countics
faced Far worse. Most businesses and homes

See WATERS, page 25
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(Photo courtesy Bath County Historical Society)

From WATERS, page 24

in Marlinton sere ruined and 2 large portion
of Pendicton County was without water,
sewage and other uiilities.

The National Guard was called into
Franklin to help coordinate a reliel effon.
The town was not damaged as severely as
the westemn and northem areas of the county.
Riverion, Circleville and Chemry Grove were
among the worst hit commanities, bul the
flood control dams an the South Fork of
the Potomac had helped lessen the damage
in the Franklin area. Officials 10td The Re-
corder the toss of Tife there was remarkably
low, al} things considered, At the time, the
latest of ficial repert said 10 people had died
and six wese still missing in Pendleton.,

Unlity service in the counly was spo-
radic. Telephone and elecisic power service
was available in scatiered zreas but there
was nodninking waterand sewage reatment
facilities were nol operational throughout
the county. Pit arivies were dug, but irucks
could not travel to service them,

Many roads were closed; others were
open for one lane travel only. All lold, 708
bridges were completely zone ard seven
mere on mzior thoroughfares needed re-
pair and were unsafe for heavy vehicles in
Pendleton alone.

Siate heakh officials began burying
thousands of dead chickens and wrkeys
from paultry farms; livestock were posing
a health hazard downsiream if the carcasses
were not disposed of properly,

The relief clfor, however, was strong,
Foed, supplies, clothing and money were
donaled, including much from Highland.
Blue Grass Rurilans that meonth donated
51,00010 the Franklin Ruritan Clob, and one
Blue Grass woman contacted South Caro.
lina churches for assistance. {See *Carolina
churches send aid,” pazec 27).

In Pocahontas County 1o the west, the
clean up effort was also in full swing. Mar-
linton had lost power, phones and water.
Mest utilities were operational a week
later, but phone service was scattered. All
businesses and moest hames in Mariintan
were damaged from the [our to six feet of

water that Aowed theough the town, But
most buildings downiowr appeared to be
structurally sound, and business owners
were cleaning their establishments prepar-
ing to reopen. Many homes, especiatty
trailers, were severely damaged. Porches,
family rooms and garages were tom from
many houses, Othees were 1otadty destroyed
when the buildings were washed off theip
foundations.

“There is light at the end of the tunpel,”
ore official told The Recorder, “We are go-
ing to rebuild the counsy o be as beaotiful
as it was before the storm.””

National forest struggles
The flecd hit just before rifle season was

See WATERS, page 27
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The Lower Cascades golf course was ravaged. (Photo courtesy Bath County

Historical Society)

Golf carts ot the Lower Cascades were moved around like toy cars during

the flood. (Photo courtesy Bath County Historlcal Soclety)

i

Tl

A Marlinton, W.Va. resident was found clearing debris Saturday after the flood. The Greenbrier River had
washed over its banks and inundated much of the town. (Photo courtesy Zona Landes)
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Main Street in Hot Springs was covered in rushing water during the flood of 1985, (Photo courtesy Bath County Historical Society)

The retaining wall
and parking lot

to The Homestead
golf course were
severely damaged
during Moenday
night’s flooding.

The hotel suffered
other damage buf no
injuries were reported
and guests were
reportedly taking the
adventure in stride.

{Recorder file photo)
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kicking in, and the national forest lands
were a mess, The Deerfield District, like
others, set up visitors® stations o provide
informalion Lo hunters and campers who
mightnet have known abowt the flond. Most
of the demage was to forest service roads
with cuiverts washed out, bridges, and
ditches. The extent in Deerfield alone was
cstimated at $430,000. but officials hoped
to have main roads open by rifte seasen.

The Bratey Pond arca, Mouniaia House,
Ramsey's Draft Road, Hodges Draft road,
Jerkemiight, Stone Lick, and the south end
of Walter Mountain were all closed.

Forest supervisor George Smith pave
an overview of the situation. “Dozens of
forest reads have been washed out, with
bridges and culvens destroyed in all six dis-
tricts of the forest, Crews from e George
Washingion hive been oul every day since
1he rain stopped and we have workers and
equipment {rom the national forests in Ken-
lucky and Nerth Carolina but we still don™
cven know afl the damage,” he snid. "Large
argas of the forest will be inaccessible by
vehicle, includiag many recreation areas
and campgrounds ... This will certaindy
cause inconveniences for many outdoors
people, and ruis the hunt for wany others
this year, bul it is really asmall piece of the
catastrophie as compared 10 the loss of lives,
homes and possessions many area residents
have suffered.”

In the Warm Springs District, all roads
usually open fordeer hunting were opened,
but most were much shoner, Asionishingly,
it was one of the best hunting seasons on
record.

Experts come to help

In Monterey, nearly three weeks later,
a federal flood office opened as a Disaster
Application Center for those whe incurred
damage to apply for hetp. Representatives
from Farmers Home Adrministration, Small
Business Administration, and Velerans
Administration teok applications for reliel
funds and grants for famities.

Virginia Cooperative Exiension agents
issued warnings about the dangees of food
contaminated by floodwaters with high
concentrations of disease causing baciena.

Residents were instrucied to drain water
heaiers 1o remove sediment and silt.

When the Federal Emergency Manage-
meng Agency set up Disasier Assistance
Centers in Balh and Highland 1o assist
residents in finding \emporary housing and
financial aid for repairs. that's not what
they discovered residents needed most.
The majority of them wanted assistance
for cleaning and re-channelfing ereeks in
Highland, The manager did not know where
to send the people, and made several ealis 1o
Richiond and the coumy eourthouse uatil
he Toung that connty ¢lerk at the time, Sue
Dudley, was the right source. Dudiey was
compiling a list of people, locations and
damage 10 stireams for the Army Corps of
Engincers.

The Corps was sei 10 assess damage and
determine if creeks need 1o be dredged to
help prevens fature Aooding. Requests from
area farmers had prompted the county to ask
the Corps to come (o Weir id.

The Soil Conservation service was in
charge of rechanneding sirerms if their new

See WATERS, page 28
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County volunteered their time to sort hundreds of bags of clothing donated toward
the relief effort in West Virginia. (Recorder file photo)

BLUE GRASS — Floods have a way
of stripping families of homes, land,
livesiock, loved ones and eolleclions
of worldly belongirgs. In the aftermath
of such tragedy. human kindness and
generosily help to rebuild and replace
what was lost,

Members of several Methodist and
Baptist chusches in South Carolina re-
cently showed such kindness to flood
viciims of nearby Pendleton County,
WMa, by delivering a rental truck full
of clothing, diapers and F00 cases of
baby food,

The long distance refief began with
a phone call from Bive Grass resident

Carolina churches send aid to victims

Mary Schooler 10 her parents, Mr. and
Mrs, Charles I, Davis of West Columbia,
5.C., on the Saturday following the recent
flood. She told them of the neced for cloth-
ing and food for fiood stricken residents
in nearby West Virginia. The Davises
contacted several local ministers and asked
them to announce the catl for help during
their church services the following day.
The cangregations of {(more than & dozer)
responded without hesitation.

By the following Thursday, Nov. £4, the
Davis garage was full ol donaleditems io be
sent northward, The Davises and the Rev.
Franklin Buie, pastor of a (South Carolina
church} rented a 14-foot truck and drove

the goods te Blue Grass the next day,
Members ol the Blue Grass Volunteer
Fire Department unloaded the vehicle
an Friday evening and transponed the
goods to Franklin the following day.

The call for help was particular
important 1o the Rev, Charlie Yoho
of Qakwood Bapiist Church in West
Columbia — he was the former pastor
of Wayside Baptist Church in Franklin.

*We couid have done more if we had
more time, but Mary said it was urgent.”
Davis said.

— Fram The Recorder,
MNavember 1985

Left, fim Tennant and the Rev. Rob Sherrard of Windy
Cove Presbyterian Church pumped 340 gallons of
water out of the church’s fuel oil tank. Three feet
of water stood In the Millboro Springs church that
Monday night. At right, Homer Helmick and Lucy
Varner of Monterey filled jugs with water at the
Highland rescue squad building. Area citizens and

Shenandoaoh’s Pride and other dairies donated the jugs to transport safe drinking water to West Virginia

flood victims. (Recorder file photos)
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Water was very close to Don Ryder’'s house in Crowdertown,
above, and piled debris right next to the home, helow. (Photos
catirfesy Bath County Historical Soclety)

R i

Fleodwaters rushed past Mary McElwee's house in Crowdertown. (Photo courtesy
Bath County Historical Society)
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The flood was a terrible tragedy, a fierce
reminder of the power of nature to overtake
us no matter how prepared we think we are.

~ Longressman Jim Olin

Erom WATERS, page 27

paths posed a threat 1o life ot property, The
ASCS was in charge of removing debris
from fields and replacing washed away
fences.

The Bath County center averaged 35
peaple aday and more than 60 applicalions
for temporary housing were 1aken in the
first three days.

A FEMA representative told The Re-
corder, “In this rural floed situation it is
very hard 1o cover everyone,” and noted
the difference berween this event and a
lormado gisaster, "You know exactly where
the twister touched down. Here, you don't
know about the peaple back in the mounlain
hellows.™

Life returns to ‘normal®

Clean up and repairs following the flood
lasted weeks, months, even years. Ta this
day, in Pendleton, Pocahontas, Bath and
Highland, there are residents who can point
1o the water lines forever elched into the
wails of their businesses and homes.

But as Thanksgiving approached, the
usual special events, dinners, and church
services were held, and residents bonded
with family and {siends over the tragedics
and frightening experiences of the storm's
wrath,

Congressmen Jim Olin, in his Thanks-
giving message Nov. 28, summed it up:
“For some people, it might be kard a1 first
to think of the many things we have 10 be

thankful for this year,” he said, “Much of
the 6th District has just suffered its worst
floed in recorded history. Many people have
lost everything they*ve worked forali their
tives ... The Aood was a terrible 1eagedy, a
fierce reminder of the power of nature 1o
avertake us no matter how prepared we
think we are, We wilt not fully recover for
afong, long ime,

“But I think the flood reminded us of
something else. it showed how strong and
geed cur people are when faced with zn
emergency, how willing they are 1o help
cach other."

Many creeks and streams now are routed
differemly than they were before the fload,
Rocky Phillips noted. “Nothing like that
had ever hit Bath County before. Water is
probably the most powerful thing there is.
The flood and the derecho are the 1we waorst
things ever to hit here,” He recalled hear-
ing peaple say a large flood would never
happen in this area because the moumains
would help hold the water back.

“It just goes to show, things can happen
no matter where you are,” Philiips said.

Herb Lightner, who afier the flood went
on to serve more than 30 yenrs ax Highland
sheriff, gives eredit to residents of the area
for helping one another through the worst
storm in the area’s history.

“It was a community effort,” he said.
“It was then, and it always will be, 1 com-
munity effort back here.”

damage to map reader Sam Guerrant at the Disaster Assistance Center
in Hot Springs foilawing the flood. (Recorder file phota)
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Cottage Row at The Homestead was under water during the flood of 1985. (Photo courtesy Bath County Historical Society)

Homestead suffers damages to buildings, greens

HOT SPRINGS — Joha Gazzoia was
direcior of pubtic relations at The Home
stead during the flood. The resos suffered
the greatest amount of property damage, but
also made some of the areatest coniributjons
1o the community at the time. Damage 1o the
interior of the hote] was estimated at nearly
51 million.

Gazzola's recollections were preserved
by the Bath County Historical Society as
follews:

“Thanks to the loresight of Mr. Tom

Lennon, the interior damage was covered
by flood insurance,” Gazzela said. “Of
conrse. we conldnt get insurance on the golf
caurses, and damage to our three colirses
and other parts of the graunds ndded another
$7350.000 10 St million on top of that,
“The ferniture on the first floor was
severely damaged and had 1o be replaced.™
Also damaged, Gazzola recailed, was alt
carpeting in the 1,500-seat conference cenler
below the first floor of the south wing, He
estimated there was three feet of water on

the conference center floor.

Water brought huge boulders tumbling
down onto the Old Course. The Upper
Cascndes course had “'very extensive dam-
age” to the F2th, 13th, and 16th holes. The
first hiole of the Lower Cascades “looked
like the North Sea or something,” Gazzala
remembered.

The retaining wall at the foot of Bath
House Hill gave way under pressure and
spifled out onto €.5. 220 in Hot Springs.
Gazzola's carwas inthe golf course parking

lot near the retaining wall. When he finally
made it to his car that evening, the vehicle
had two or three feet of water inside.

“I decided to gel the damage repaired
and keep the car. That was very foolish.
Tt never ran well after that. My advice to
anyone whase car suffers flood damage is
let the insurance company dectare it a loss
and be done with it

“It was tragic for a lot of peopte; there
were many unspoken heroes who chipped
in.”

+ Hurricone Juan wos an errotic tropical
cyclone that loaped twice nzar the Lovisiann
coast. On Oct., 27, 1985, the storm became
a hurricone, reaching sustained winds of
85 mph offshore southern Loulsiana, fuan
continued to the north ond wos obsorbed
by a cold Iront, Its molsture contributing to
deadly flonding in the Mid-Atlantic, Overall,
Juan caused about $1.5 billion in damage,
meking it among the costliest United Stotes
hurricones.

» The 1985 Election Day floads prodiced
the costliest figods in both West Virginia
and Virginlo in November 185,
+InVirginio, rafnfaill peaked ot 19.7 7 inches.
The rains increased fevels along rivers to
record heights, indluding the James River,
which crested at 42.15 feet. The Roanoke
River rose 18.57 feet In 10 hours to a peak
of 23.35 feet, copsidered a one i 200 year
event, Considered the worst flood on record
in the cily, Roanoke sustained 5225 miflion

About the storm

in damage, with 3,160 damaged homes
and businesses. Throughout Yirginia,
damage was estimaled at $753 milfion,
making it the stote’s costliest flood at the
e, und there were 22 deaths.

= in West Virginia, 27 river gauging stations
were at one In 100 year events, muostly
along the Potonioe and Monangahiela
basins. High waters washed eway topsoll
ond thousands of trees, ond aver 13,000
fhomes and businesses were damaged or
destroyed. Damage waos eslimaled at nearly
$700 million, moking it West Virginia's
costiiast flood, and there were 38 deaths,
* The floading spurred changes to warning
practices by the Notlonal Weather Service
and the Government of Virginta.

* In Highland County, the floods damaged
350 homes or barns, and deteriorated 52
million worth of roads.

- Wikipedie and other sources

The Lower Cascades golf course was inundated with water during the
1985 flood. (Photo courtesy Bath County Historical Saciety)
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A hero lost

FRANKLIN, W.Va. — Undoubtedly
ote of the first stories to susface when
people recoliect the events of the 1985
flood is the one azout Ivan Luther Stone.

Stone, they'it telt you, was a hero.
A man who would always go out of his
way to help others. He lost his life that
Nov. 4 doing fust that — trying to help
neighbors.

Just the week before the fleod, Wii-
lard Randotph Spencer. his wife Mary.
their son Willard Randolph Spencer H,
and Mrs. Spencer’s mother, had moved
from Monterey to what was the old aue-
tion house, Haynes Mountain Treasures.
It was located along 1.8, 229, just narth
of the border between Highland and
Pendiclon counties.

As the waters of the Potomac began
10 rise, the family took refluge atop their
horoe early Monday aftemcon, but de-
clined offers 1o be evacuaied.

ivan Stone, who was their neighbor,
arrived on his tractor, “He went down
there 1wice,” reealled Herb Lightner, a
Highland deputy at the time. “He had
an International, a really big tractor, and
he was trying lo get them on the cab.”
They didn't go.

“Someene had a skidder,” Lighiner
said, “but the holes were so big (under
the water) he couldn’t get there”

Apparently deciding they'd betier
leave, the Spencers called Stone once
maore.

It was getting dark, according to
reports, and Stone couldn't tefl the high
waters were Loo much for even his large

tracior.

Glen Rexrade of Foeks of the Water
shook his head recently, remembering
the awlul day. "] guess he just couldn’t
telt how high the water was and it just
flonted she tractor up and off," he said,
*Fhey fourd him fater a good bit down-
siream.”

Lightner agreed. “He couldn’t see it.
It was dark, and it was areally big hole.
The road had gone to stream,” he said.

By Nov. 7, Stone, Mr, Spencer, and
the Spencers” son had been found, but
Mrs. Spencer and her mother were still
missing al the time.

“He was the kind of man whoif some-
body necded something, he'd be there,”
Lightner said. “So, T wasn't surprised he
tried to help that family.”

Mo ane could get 1o Franklin, W.Va.,
nor Obaugh Faneral Home in McDowell,
so Mr. Stone’s body was kept at the sher-
iff's office umtil roads became passable,
Lightner said.

The heroic Mr. Stone was orly 38 at
the time of his death, He had been a self-
employed farmer, 2 U.S. Marine who
fought in Korea, and a member of Harper
Chapel United Methodist Church,

He left behind his wife, Dorotha
“Dot™ Stone, a brotlier, and 1wo sisters,

Mrs. Stone still lives in Franklia; she
called on The Recorder recently, her pain
still visible, saying she could not bear
to talk about that awful day, bot instead
provided a lovely memorial about ber
husband, which is published on page 12
in this weeck’s issue.

W

The fast-moving current of the South Branch of the Potomac carried this
home down river about a half mile before it came to rest on the riverbank
at U.5, 220 south of Franklin, W.Va. (Recorder file photo)

Pictured Is the bank of the Jackson River belng rebuilt after the flood. Plecker and Sons Excavating of Milfboro dumped tons of
afong U.5, 220 south of Mustoe that was washed out by the flooding. (Recorder file photo)

AT

filt rock in the area

sored by First and Citizens Bank



HOT SPRINGS — Clifford Williams
was working at his garage that Monday,
which ar the time was down a1 Bacova
Junction. south of Hol Sprinas.

1 weat 1o work Jike 2 nosmal day. Along
about 9z, [ got & phone calfl. { had the
mators out of three cars, at once, The mo-
tors weee on the floor, and the phonc rang.
Tt was a guy who had breken down near the
intersection at Eden Church. He bad run
through a puddie and flocded oul. § went
down and got him going, and went back to
the shop. That is when everything started
breaiiing toose.”

When Williams walked into his shop,
“I'd no more than golten ia the door when
1 heard a big roar. [ looked out the door and
there was 2 wall of water ranning —f meana
wall; so much, [ couldn™t get the big garage
door shut. The waler came in through the
front and out the back, and over the 27 cars
I had there, The cars were banging around
against each other -~ there was no place for
them 1o zo. The water finally knocked the
wall downs it is still down to this day.”

Williams decided he'd best try to head
forhome. “But [ couldn't get home because
the bridge at the Lower Cascades was
washed oul. The bridge at ke falls was
washed out, and one up at the Upper Cas-
cades was washed out — couldn’t nobody
get in or oul. So | came back vp Route 615
1o 1he (Hot Springs) firehouse.”

The fire and rescue people who had
made it to the station began picking up
people at their hames and bringing them to
the firchouse for shelter, Willtams said. ~1
know at teast one womnan liad to be gatten
oul by boat. We were busy, out rescuing
peaple, all night long."”

One of those people was his awn sister,
Darlene Carpenter. She was a deputy clerk
of the circuit court at the time, and work-
ing a1 the courthouse. Most of the staff in
the courthouse offices had already tried to
make their way toward home, There was no
electricity, no telephone service, and cetl
photies hadn't even made their way into
Bath County yet, Carpanter™s oaly contacl
with the outside world was the sherifl™s
office nexs door. They told her Hot Springs
was complete flonded; she had no way 10
get home. Finally, Carpenter was the only
person left in the courthouse. And then — her
brother Clifford Williams shows upin a fire
engine, and whisks her away 1oward home.

When Williams finally made it back to0
his garage days later, he was devastaied.

“Those three engines 1 kad on the Noor?
When the water rushed through, parts of
them prebably ended ap in Virginia Beach.
Aad, 1 had 10 make all those cars ~ 27 of
them — run again. There's no lelling fhow
much that ended up costing me. No one had
floor insurance back then. that § know of,
I think it was almost a menth before [ got
that place eleaned up down there; 1 had 1o
porrow a front-end loader to do it.”

Williams recalls several of the plights
faced by residents whom the flood also
adversely affeeted,

“The day after the flood, a wrecker was
catled from Covingion to help out Lane
Ryder. He had tried to drive up Falls Road.
The bridge was washed out, and tie watey

of
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just demped him right dowa there in the
creek. It 100k twe wreckess just 10 get him
oui of there, where he'd spent 1he night.

*“Harold Fry went laoking for his ear and
couldn't find i1, It was in a big, deep hole
behind the purchasing office™ below the
Hot Springs firehouse, Johoay Gazzola's
car was washed avay, When we heard that
an the seanner, that is when we really knew
it was very bad.”

Three days after the fload, the Hot
Springs fire and rescue personnel turned
their atentions to acighboring locations
facing even worsc rouble.

“We gol a crew together and went aver
to Marlinton. That place was really dev-
astated,” he said, shaking his head al the
recolleetion of what he witnessed, T aclu-
ally saw 2 house floating down the river. Tt
was inbelievable.”

“It was very traumatic for everybody,”
said Clifford’s wife Mary Ellen, who also
had a flood 1ale 10 share. She was assistant
manager of The Homestead, and on duty
at the time.

“You could noi get from the hotel to the
other side of (Route) 220, there was just so
much water running down; wherever you
were, you were trapped by waler, 1 was on
duty in the labby. It was raining, but that
was il — raining. I looked down at some
papers, ard when | looked back up again
moments Iater, the whole front of the hote)
was just brown water, moving very fast. It
happened in 2 split second. Qne minute 3t
was just raining, and the aext minute, there
it was: a floed.”

All hell broke loose shortly after 9 &.m.,
and by t1 2.m., Hot Springs was inundated,

“We had bundreds of Christian women

P R Ty
Grace Simmons’ home we
through a culvert under U.5. 220 in Healing Springs. (Recorder file photo)
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a a conference,” Mary Ellen said. “Thank
God many of them had already departed,
but those who had stayed until that next
momiag wenl fight 1o work helping people.
Nobedy compiained; everybody helped
if and where they could. The employees
where were there had 1o spend the night;
they couldn't get home, and they were
needed around the hotel. Even Mr.{Thomas
Lennor, hotel president) was there. The
power was out. | was up in the lobby for
24 hours.”

When the firehouse downtown filled up
with refupees from the flood, *1he fisetrucks
would bring the overfiow uptothe hotel for
the night, One litke girl came in with her
hound dog. This was when ne dogs were
allowed in the hotel. T just Jooked at that
little gérl and her big hound dog and told
her, *Den't make any noise!” 1t was just so
hectic, but everybody was doing what had
to be done. The next moming ot 8 ¢”clock,
standing in the lobby reminded me of 2 big
cruise ship, just surrounded by the water,”
Ellen Williams said.

The Williamses both recall that the
power was out for several days. But, the
hetel had generators, and so was able to
feed guests and refugees. What did they
feed them? No one remembers. [ didn’t get
to eal atall,” Mary Elien said. “Us neither,”
said Clifford,

Twoother couples ~ Brian and Sue Puhle
and Paul and Maggie Marjan - were alsn on
the hatel staff Nov. 5, (985, aithough both
couples have since retired.

Magpic Manan worked at the front desk,
“That was the day they were giving us our
“years of service” awards, so | wentin o get
my award,” she said. "] was wearing high

>85> Sponsored by First and Citiz

re washed away as fast-moving waters flowed

heeted shaes. When Fwentio leave the hotel
1o go hame, | stepped cutside and the water
was lerrible, You couldn’t get across 220"

Maggie doesn't recall how she made it
home to Natarat Well through ihe gushing
waler. “There were big racks in the road
everywhere: it wag just terrible,”

“The water just broke loose,” said Paul,
who was home in Naturat Well ac the time,
but scheduted 1o work in the hotel kitchen
the next day. *1 started to work and he
hridge at the Lower Cascades was washed
out. T couldn’t gel over there, so | decided
welf, I'll go down through the Falls and
head up an 220.1 goi 1o the Falling Spring
Road and that bridge was gone, 10o. So !
came back on 687, planning 1o come in
to Hot Springs that way, But there was
a mudslide, and T couldn®t get through, ]
finally made it back home and tried to call
the hotel, but all the lines were down. So,1
got a day off, but  spent it runring ali over
the county trying 1o get 1o work!”

Sue Puhle was working in the hotel
kitchen. She recalls, "My grandmother
was in tite hospital, so 1 had to leave work.
My brother came by 10 pick me up. When
[ got outside, there was water everywhere.
Welter Feiles had o pick me up and corry
me across lie waler to my brother's car.”
She was amazed at what she saw, “In back
of the casino, cars that had been parked
were just floating around!™

*It was just so devasiating., Nobody
kenew it was coming,” Clifford Williams
said.

His wife added, *You just can"t appreci-
ate it unless you saw it And 1 centainty hope
it never happens again.”

s Bank
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Lucky to be alive

HOT SPRINGS — A Bath County inan
sulfered a concussion when the truck he
was driving plunged into the rushing Fall-
inz Springs Creek during the height of the
storm Monday. Nov. 4

C.L. "Lane™ Ryder of Ashwood, whe
was on lis way lo pick up his father in
Covinglon, rounded a turn on Ronle 640
and saw a bridge and road were washed
away. Ryder was unable 1o stop liis vehicle
and erashed iato the water.

He says he cannot recall what happened
next, excepl 1hat the truck was beginning
1o fiHl with water and he had anty a small
pocket of air {o breathe.

“I don't remember anyihing untii | was
hanging onto a tree,” said Ryder, adding
that he is unsure how he get out of the
water.

Luke Meadows of Hot Springs appar-
ently heard Ryder calling and rescued him.
Meadows took his lriend to Health Springs
and the Bath County Rescue Squad Irans-
poried kim to Bath Community Kospital,

Ryder, who was suffering from hypo-
thermia when he was admitted, remained
in inlensive care Monday night and pan
of Tuesday.

He was released from the hospital Fast
week and has returned 1o wosk ot Sam
Snead’s Tavern. Ryder said he was in a lot
of pain after the accident but felt “lucky to
get out of there alive,”

Ryder recalled the events for the Bath
County Historical Society five years later:

[ spent most of the say around Bath
Couanty helping people oul,”” Ryder re-
catled. ] ran kids home from scheool, things
like that. f go1 in 10uch wish my father that
aftenoon. He worked at the poss ofice in
Covington and told me he wasn't able 10
get home, | decided 10 go get him.

“I knew the road through Cedar Creek
was washed out, so ! decided io 1ake 220
south. Bul, just past the falls, that read was
Blacked by the bank, which had given way.

| torned around, and headed dawn through
the back road to Falling Springs. 1 know
now, that was a mistake.

"I came around a corner near the bridge
~ {"d been down that road 100 fimes be-
fore. When [ came around the tem, itlooked
like the road was there, bul apparently it
was comgletely zone,

“I’s hard 1o remember just what hap-
pened next. | knew 'd made a pretty bad
mistake. 1 recall realizing the truck was
going down, and the cab was filling up
with water. There was only a ittle air left
in the top of the cab. I thought to myself,
‘This is it.’

“1don't know what happened next. As
near as 1 can figure, 1he force of the water
broke the truck windows and washed me
oul. [ remember going downstream with
the rsh of water. Then. I saw a tree lying
inthe water, ] grabbed ahold of that rrec and
pulled mysell out of the water.

“I started walking through the woods. |
kaow Twas inshock. I didn't know where |
was, ar where I was going. The next thing,
I saw some truck lights. I started yelling
atthe top of my lungs, and he keard me."”

Ryder's rescuer, Jack Meadows of
Mitchelllown, was someone he knew
“vaguely.”

“I'm sure he was leery of me ot the time,
{looked like a drowned rat. The next thing
tremember, T was at Bath County Commu-
nity Hospilal, The worst injury | had was a
cut eye, and hypothermia,”

Hc said at the time his external injurics
healed quickly, bul the bad memories lin-
zered on.

“1 still think about the fiood, especially
on the anniversary and any time it rains, It
was real hard 10 even go fishing the first
year. [ learned a great respect abhout the
power of water. [t was very scary. I'm zlad
i’s over with, and I hope it never happens
again to myself or anyone else.”

Doug'’s Wrecker Service of Hot Springs made muny attempts to pul]
Lane Ryder's 1977 Ford Ranger pick up out of Fafling Springs Creek.
One attempt resulted in broken towing cables. Ryder suffered a
concussion s a result of the Nov. 4 accident. (Recorder file photo)

The late Tom Labe and his wife, Dee,
hind an ordeat ai their property along the
Cowpasture River during the flood. They
recatled their story for the Bath County
Histarical Socicty five years later:

"It was very bad. [ saw the high point
aboul 3 a.m., looking woward the Cow-
pasture. The ficlds were flooded with
25-30 fect of water,” Tom Lobe said.
“The bridge o our place was almost
comptetely destroyed. [-beams | 8 inches
thick were snapped in twe, The concrete
top of the bridge was faken off. All that
was left were {our concrele stanchions,

"Is atong story. On Nov. 3, started
having chest pains, That went en for
about o ar three days, When § realized
[ needed 10 go to the doctor, there was
ne bridge. The only way osst, we figured,
was through the old Wailawatoola Farm,
which xbuts Brisrcrofi. They've got
an old swinging bridge, high over the

‘It really gives you a helpless feeling to
have no contact with the outside world
and to have a husband with chest pains.’

water. [t was still there, but leaning at a
43-degree angle.

"'We were abte 10 walk a mile, and cross
the bridge very gingerly. Justat the moment
we gol aeross, the feflow who awns the
farm drove into check on his property. Talk
about tuck! He 1ook us to our car, which Dee
had thoughtfully parked on the other side of
the bridge, when the bridpe was still there."

Mr, Lobe was taken to the Bath hospital,
and from there by ambulanee 1o U.Va.,
where he underwent heart surgery. Once he
was released, the Lobes had to bring their
supplics across the river from November 1o
March, when the new bridge was finished.

“The river at thal point was 200 feet
wide, Thank God someone gave us 2 little
putl-pult motor 1o put o0 the canoe. Still, it
was tough. it was devasiating.”

“1 have great respect for that ljtke
river," Dee Lobe said. “The ironie thing
is, the entire fime, the electricity was only
aui for about cight hours. The phones were
dead the whole time. I1 really gives you a
helpless feeling to have no contact with the
outside world and to have a husband with
chest pains.

“L knew | wanted to save my husband,
my animals ard my pictures, in that order.
It makes you fee] very vuinerable and gives

Couple faces scare on the Cowpasture

yout 2 great raspect for Mother Nature,
The river ran swift and high for & long
ime afier the flood.”

She had high praise for the Agricul-
tural Siabitization and Conservation
Service and for Bili Bratton. “God
bless them. They said, ‘Don’t worry.
We'll come, and we'l] bring machinery.’
They rebuilt the ford, Bill Brancna was
absolutely terific.

"My hushand is a West Point gradu-
ate, He worked rebuilding the bridge
with Jahn Mitchelt, a VMI man. You
Enaw the traditional rivalry between
these 1wo! Well, here it worked in our
favor.

“The happiest day going was the
completion of that bridge. It's higher
now than it was back in t985. We should
be OK now, God willing and the creek
don’t rise.”
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The Bath County Pumped Storage Station was very near completion in 1985, following years of construction and planning. Engineers tested the

generators and pumps, and used them to fill the upper reservoir from below. Here, the water in the upper reservolr was still well below full height
level prior to the flood of 1985, (Photo courtesy Robin Suilenberger)

At the station: Creeks did rise

Editor s noie: The following siery related to
the 1985 flood was originatly published in
the Dec, 23, 200G issue of The Recorder, in
“The Praject,” a speciad section on the Baih
Comnly Pumped Storage Sation.

MOUNTAIN GROVE — Experts called
it 2 500-ycar Bood, For those in this region.
it was an cvent they'll never (orget.

In early November of 1985, Hurricane
Juan hit these mountains and lingered,
bringing more rain than the area had scen
in centuries, and testing the slamina of
thousands. Peoplelost lives in raging water;
power and phione lines were out {or days;
propenty damage was in the millions.

The flood put the nearly finished Bath
County Pumped Storage Station 1o the
1est, tao, though not the way its engineers
intended.

The generatars were in place; pumps
were working. end the upper reservoir was
nearly full. Back Creek Valiey bad been
drier than wsual thet fall, and operators
agreed the lower reservoir would take 10-
12 months 1o fitl completely, That was fine
— they preferred 10 raise the level slowly
so they could monitor the dam carefully
along the way.

Everything bad gone well, and Virginia
Power didn’t see any reason 1o wait. The
company planned to pul the sintion enline
Nov. 5.

But two weeks before they cauld Rip the
switch, Juan settied in.

That Monday hapgened to be Beth Arm-
strong's last day of work. It was the last day

for many employees who were being laid
off, since construction had ended.

Beth and her husband, Michael, of Mill
Gap, toth worked at the project. They ar-
rived at 6 aum., as usual.

By 7:30 a.m., phones started ringing.

Family members were calling 10 tel hes-
bands or sons the water was getring high. “1
mean, these were wives whe were panicked,
saying water's almost over bridges and
he needs to come home now,” Armsirang
recalls. *Most all were from Pendlelon and
Pocahontas.”

Pendleton and Pocahentas, in ncighbor-
irg West Virginia, were iwo of the hardest
olaces hit by (he flooding, and nearly a
third of the project workers fived in those
couniles.

Bath County schools closed at 12:30
pam., but parents had 1o pick up their Kids
because the buses could not run_ About 100
students spent that night at Valley Elemen-
tary, and another 30 ot Bath County High
School, Highland schools closed about |
p-m., bt most were delivered home safely
by bus. Aloert Shultz, one bus driver, had to
bring a few back to Monterey after discover
ing the bridge out at Rouwte 84,

U.S. 220 was open from Manterey 1o
Covington, but onty one lane in places due
to rock and mud slides, U.S. 220 to Frank-
lin, W.Va. was vinually impassible — larae
chunks of the road had washed away.

By 1:30 a the station, “the place was al-
most deserted,” Armstrong said. “There had
beenaline of traffic going outall moming.”

Finalty, her husband was rendy 10 go,

1oo, and they collected rain gear and boolg
before they got in the truck with [fiend,
Susan Murray. “As we topped the hill where
the visitors center used to be, the waler was
like a river. You say you can't imagine i1,
and you really can’t. Tt was indescribable,
scary,” Armstrong said.

They heged 1o get to Arlie Propst's house
just up the road; there was 1 line of cars on
bolh sides of the bridge, and water lapping
over il. Murray mentioned her sister, Lisa
Kadger, was still at the siation, “Michae!
decided we had to 20 back and get her. Then
it got even worse after that,” Ammstrong said.

They eventually made it to the Propst
home, and parked op 1he kill, with no other
option but to set out on foot,

Arlic Propst recalls the day. “It"s the most
water I have ever seen,” he said. “They had
made hay above the bridge, and those bales
came down, hit the bridge, and just hung
there.” He remembers the Armstrongs arriv-
ing at his house. "] doa’t know how they got
across those sireams but they made it home.”

“We just hir the mountain,” Armstrong
said, Michael hunted the area for years, and
was familiar with the woods and termain.
“We'd get 1o one creek, find we couldn't
cross it, and he'd walk us upto the headwa-
ters ... we just kepl doing that, We walked
and walked and walked, we were wom out,
in the pouring rain.”

All the hiking was hard enough, but Beth
was four and a half months pregnant with
their first child at the time.

“The biggest fear was that the dam migit
fail, and you had all tl:ese peopte below 11"

o0od of S5 sponsored by First and Citizens Bank

Armstrong said. She felt better once they
were up on the mountain, away from the
praject area.

T had to stay the night at the man camp,”
recalls Sarah Shifflett of Monterey, “Fhere
was & rock slide down where the lower
dam js and it blocked off the road, So we
parked near the man camp and they shustled
us back and forth. They arranged for us 10
stay in empty rooms over night, and the next
morning, they took us out on ashuttie losee
if they could find open roads. The bridge ot
Mill Gap was washed o, and we had to
2o through Upper Back Creek 1o U.S. 250,
The Lightner bridge was even damaged.”

The night the flood hit, *“We were a linle
nervous, hinking about what would happen
if’ the dam broke,” she said. “f knaw that
was going through a lot of people’s minds.”

Robin Sultenberzer stayed over, loo. It
was athree-day pasty,” he said, “'We had lots
of provisions, including cases and eases of
Jack Paniels, and we just had a bash waiting
for the roads o open up.”

About 4:30 that Monday aliernaon, the
Armsirongs made it to Mary Smith’s hotse
in Little Egypt, and she gave the cold, wel
foursome hoememade bread and jam. Her
son, Ralph Smith, attempted to drive them
home, but came to another biidge that
could rot be crossed, so they walked again.
Whean they finally made it home, “We had
no phone, no electricity, but we had 2 wood
stove," Armsirong said,

Susan and Eisa had set out for the apant-
ment they rented from George and Pegpy

See CREEKS, page 34
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From CREEKS, page 33

Birdin Mill Gap, Michael and Beth gathered
up some food and candles 10 bring them.
"We gat aboul a quarter mile, but couldn’t
go {unher. They knew the sisters had made
it home, but the Armstrongs could not reach
them, so they came back to their house.

“For{ourdays, we never sawa soul,” she
said, “We just holed up. Then, on the fourth
day. ] heard something outside. | looked aut
and saw this big old truck coming. It was
my dad in his big red wrecker, geiting over
debris that was cverywhere ... We were
rescued,”

And after the worst was aver, Armstrong
put her last paychesh toward & good cause.
“I used my severance pay to buy a gencra-
tor," she said.

Phil Stewart, an engineer for Allegh-
eny Power, said. “We were sont of waorried
because that spring and summer had been
pretty dry. We were ready to stant filling
the lower reservoir but Big and Littte Back
Creek were vitfualiy non-flowing.”

But when the raing came, the lower reser-
voir filled — fast, “I remember Back Creek
was flowing ot over 20,000 cobic feet a scc-
ond ... normaily, you could walk across that
creek, rock 1o reck. Usually il flgws abou 3
cfs,” he said. “We held back a ot of water
... There was a fot of concern, especially
with all those people staying over below
the dam ... you had to go through Marlinien
1 get home to Clifton Forge or Covington.,
There was massive Aoading, bul we had no
prablems with any of the facilitics.”

Station operator Mike Wilke had been
working the night shift, but he didn’t make
it to work that night.

1 was at home asfeep, and | woke up at
4 p.m. and il seunded like there were frains
running outside,™ he said. “] iooked around
and couldn’t get out the driveway.”

He made his way across a field to a
bridge, but when he saw the water rising,
“f knew then 1 couldn’t drive to work," he
$aid. “And [ had no phone, no electricity.”
He walked 1o where he could see Route
600. Thea he went 1o the bridge near Beulah
Peesbyterian Church, aad it was gone. "I
had no idea where my wife and kids were,™
he said. Eventually came across neighbor
Charlie Bums, who had information about
his family. “Charlic had heard them over the
phone, which meant he was listing in; we
had party tines back then ... he had heard
they were up at Ronnie White's,” where
they stayed the night, unable to get home,

“That was a 300-vear flood, according
to USGS records, and we didn"t even have
to open the spiflway,” former station man-
ager Mike Wood said, A1 any other time,
it would have been a different story, but
there was no water in the Jower reservoir,
If it hadn’t been there, I dor't know where
Mountain Grove would be today,” he said.

“We oniy used the spillway ance in the
last 20 years and we've had the 500-year
flood and at least two 100-year ffoods,” he
added. “That plant significantly miligales
water ¢amage downsiream; thongh it's not
desizned 10 be a fioed controf facility, it has
reduced impacts.”

tlarza engincer Ralph Watt said, *That
was a very nervous time ... With adam, you
like 1o bring the water up slowly so you can
sece exactly how the dam is responding. But
we were very prepared. We had imgound-

See CREEKS, page 35

38 PM

e Ty

Water arrives at the upper reservoir
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10 menths, as planned. (Photo courtesy Robin Sullenberger)

Fhe

enerations as pumps. Engineers on the project were
caught by surprise when the remnants of Hurricane Juan filled the lower reservoir in only 24 hours, Instead of

MOUNTAIN GROVE — In [985,
Bitl MeGirr was working at the pumped
storage project in Mountain Grave,
which was preparing to open at the time
of the flecd.

“We had reports the water was ris-
ing over Lighiner's Bridge al the north
ead of the project, A lot of people feft in
mid-allernoon afraid the bridge would
get washed oul,” he recalled later for the
Bath County Historical Socicty.

The bridge didn’t wash aut, bul was
completely under water.

“A large chunk of highway pot washed
away and caved into the stream. Qur work.
ers were able 1o construct an emergency
roadway around this and keep the north
end from icing completely cur off,” he said.

Reads flocded over Little Back Creek
and on Route 84. McGirr said the lower
dam helped offset some of the floading. “ht
would have been a lat more serious i the

Vepco worker recalls washout

darn weren 't there. It coshiened the heavy
flows downstream,” he said.

“The lpwer reserve was in the process
of being filled. The water level was low,
and we were hoping 1o get it filled and
start producing revenue, As it lured
aul, Providence filled it up prompily. We
had a big catchment of water. Because
of that, the dam was in opesation by the
end of 1983."

: il s
This truck got stuck in Back Creek where Route 603 formerly crossed it. The driver was apparently trying to
avold the damage on Rt. 600. The accident occurred about 200 yards from Route §00,

>E35 _sponsored by First and Gitizens Bank




From CREEKS, page 34

menl teams {dam experis) ... these were the
besl inspectors — trained how to manage
the filling process — they were all overthe
project 24 hours 3 day during filling, We
were prepared, but we did not expeet that
1o happen.”

Wall has built large dams all over the
world for Harza, now MHW, bul said, “T*ve
never had a hurricane settle over one of my
reserveirs kike that. The catchiment area is
not that big, but it’s very unasual to have a
hurricane just sit over that valley.”

Added project surveyor Pal Lowry,
remember ] walked out on the powerhouse
rood after it was over and saw all these dead
shieep in the reservoir. it filled too fast. They
had to bring in tugboms with nets and gather
atl that stuff up ... Mounsain Grove raised
hetl with Vepee a Jot, but Vepeo saved their
ass,” he said.

With a couple of weeks afier the floods,
Highland and Bath were approved for disas-
ter aid by President Ronatd Reagan.

Mill Gap, where the Armstrongs lived,
weni without power for seven days.

The Cowpasture River had risen gight
feet. Enormous Lake Moomaw bad risen
25 feet above normal.

A temporary bridge was put over Back
Creck, and three other Bath bridges needed
work — Route 39 over the Jackson River;
Rouie 620 over the Cowpasture, and Route
614 over sthe Bullpasture in Williamsvitle.

Highland had an estimated $35 miflion
in damages: Bath had 56 million. The
Homestead resort suffered some $300,000
in damage to its golf courses alone.

Fleoding is still a concern For seme
Mountain Grove residents, particularly
after the one time the spiliway was opened.
*l was in my first or second year on the
board and we had several meetings with
Dominion,” said supervisor Jon Trees, who
lives in the valley, “They had had to open
the fiood gates, The residents say they saw
a wall of water 34 feet high coming down
Back Creck. It devastated a lot of farms,
My daughter and I walked the project area
to Moumain Grove and took photos ... the
pastures were fittered with rocks and debris.

“All the dams are controted by (ke Corps
of Engincers, and they are supposed 1o re-
lease the same amount of water that comes
in. Apparently the agua ducts or something
wert not operating and I was told ... they
had 1o open the flood gates. When | asked
why, and begged them to release water car-
lier when it's like that, they told me, *We're
not fiood control.” The drainage ares to that
valley is buge and it all comes right down
into that valley. They say had the dam not
been there {flood of 85), there would be no
Mountain Grove,"”

But, Trees said, “There absolutely are
concerns, if thal happens again. There aren’t
really so many fears about the dams failing.
I a concrete dam fails, it breaks apart and
it all comes down. But with an earth and
rock dam, il the water comes over the top
it just eats it down, erodes il and eats its
way down .., I'm personatly not concemed
about that and I've never heard any others
express that fear, The upper reservoir, which
is above me, on the one side, it’s opposite
side is fower than the top of the upper dam.
Water could never reach the top of the upper
dam, it would just ali demp into Back Creek.

See CREEKS, page 36
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This section of Route 600 caved into Back Creek just north of the Virginla Power project property. The debris
from the mud and rock slide blocked Lightner Bridge a short distance downstream, preventing workers from
leaving the dem Monday afterncon. (Recorder file photo}
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From CREEKS, page 35

L watched Clemetrie build that upper dam
and 'm not the least bit cancerned about it
ever breaking.

“But yes, the flood gales - we're cop-
cerned about that, We asked Dominion
abeul it before and they said is ot their
{ault, but yes ... it was, We'd gotien a lot
of rain and they didn’t ges rid of the water
soon eaough.”

Man saves
neighbor

MILL GAP — A Mill Gap man has
received the Award of Valor from Virginia
Power, the highest award that the cempany
besiows on its employees, after risking his
life to save a neighbor during the November
flood in Highland County.

ietter of conpratulations from President
Reagan, whe observed, “You displayed
fortilude and exceptional skill in saving
your neighborinatime of urgent need. I am
proud to commend yourouistanding deed.”

Wanless was on his way home Nov. 4
when he plunged into o flooded Highland
County stream Lo rescue his neighbor, Bick-
ley Wade, whose car bad been swept off a
bridge and camried downstream.

By the time he was able to extricate
Wade from the submerged auto, the later
Tiad stopped breathing,

Waniess held Wade's head above the
waters and adminisiered movth-to-mouth
resuscilation until Mrs. Wanless could throw
him a rope and help pull Wade to the shore.

“How do you thank someore for saving
your Jife?” Wade asked. “I'm not stire you
can, but F'm glad he was these. My gratitude
is complete.”

Virginia Power President Jack H, Fergu-
son, commenting on the award, said, "Mr.
Wanless's courage and commilment 1o his
fellow man stand as examples to us all. He
acted selilessly, quickly and intetiigently™

Warless, who had heen a senior quality
control inspecter a1 the Vepeo Baek Creck
project, has accepted a similer position with
the company 's Surry power station.

— Tihe Recorder, Dec_ 19, 1985

‘Robin Sullenberger said the amount of water that entered
the lower reservoir through the Back Creek drainage system
was measured to be almost twice the estimated hundred-year
flood level. This means, statistically speaking, that the area
should not see this kind of flooding for another 150 to 200
~ The Recorder, Nov. 7, 1985

years.’

This small section of
Route 84 near Route 600
and Back Creek caused
questions and complaints
from Monterey landowrners
for the state highway
department at a Highland
board of supervisors”
meeting following the flood.
Residents were concerned
repairs would not be
handled quickly enough.
(Recorder file photo)

) The lower reservoir us seen from the deck of the power station. There is also an upper reservoir, und Vepco
Jahn W. Wanless, 46, also received a - byile twe dams, one for each body of water. (Recorder file photo)

BLUE GRASS — Melissa Dowd
remembers the year of the Aood vividly
— she was jost days zway from giving
birth to her daughter, Molly.

That Monday, she was scheduled for
a doclor’s appoiniment in Staunton. “lt
was a story | never told my mother,”
Dowd said,

The min was heavy that moming as
she crept across the mountains in an old
Mitsubishi. As she came to West Au-
gusla, 5-& cars were stopped, having been
hefd up by a VDOT worker. The place
was covered with water, The worker ap-
proached her vehicle and asked whether
she knew where the read was. “[ told
hi 1 did.” she recalled, “and he asked
whether I'd lead the other cers throuph,”

The water wasn't too high yet, but
the markings for U.S, 230 were covered
where waler had ponded. She called
attention 10 her large belly and told the
waorker, “I{’ I ge1 siuck, are you going
1o come rescue me?” He promised he
would.

Baby girl born week of flood

He also mentoned the road had just beer
ciosed behind her; no other traffic would be
coming through.

Dowd preceeded to lead the way. "I was
like a mother duck leading ducklings one
by one in a line,” she said.

After her appointment, she could not
reach her husband, Cuontis “Corky™ Selezer,
who was baek home in Blue Grass helping
neighbors. “Atice and Bill Will jived next
door 1o us — Alice stiil does; Bill is de-
ceased — bul their house is on a low plain,
considerably lower in elevation than Wimer
Mountain Road,” Dowd explained. “Bill and
Alice couldnt swim and ncither could their
children, William, Jimmie, Jackie, Joy and
Joe, Only Bill and Ajice were in the house
the day of the flood, Key Run, which runs
behind our house and in front of Bill and
Alice’s house, overflowed its banks that day.
The Roodwaler was almost in their house
when Corky waded through the moving
water 1o help watk them to Jimmie's house
on higher ground.”

All telephone communicalion was
down in Highland, so her huskand didn't
know whether the baby was coming
without him. “1 found a drug store, picked
up a book 1o read, and checked in at the
Econo-Lodge for the night,” Dowd said.

“And as 1 recail, the day after the
flood, the one lane throsgh Ramseys
Draft was open for emergency vehicles
obly and during daylight hours only, but
Corky managed to persuade them to lel
him through ... He knew exactly how
to find me; he knew 1'd be right where |
was,” Dowd said. “When Corky showed
up Tucsday late afiernoon at the Econo-
Lodge, I was one relieved pregnant
woman. We drove home on Wednesday
when one fane of Route 250 was open
again, and then went back to Staunton
1wo days later o deliver Molly.”

Mary Rebeeca Wilkinson “Mally™
Seltzer was born that Friday, Nov. 9, at
seven pounds, 15 ounces. She celebrates
tier 3¢th birthday this year.

>S5 Sponsored by First and Gitizens Bank



Was it the worst? A look back at historic storms .

BATH and HIGHLAND — In 1985,
longtime residents of the area compared that
year's flood 1o one that occurred in the mié-
1930s, or the one Lhat hit the arca in 1949,

The Recorder searched ils archives for
teports of floods throughout its publica.
tion soing back 10 1877, and there were a
few references to high waters and bridges
washed ont.

The floed in 1949, comparatively, was
nearly as widespread as the onc in 1985.
Heowever, considering the population and
level of development in the segion in 1983,
more people had more to lose 30 years ago,
and did.

The eaclicst reference 10 a flood in The
Recorder was the issue of Feb, 13, 1897,
when W.H, Matheny was edilor.

He wrote, “For a short while last Salur-
day evening # looked as though Moentercy
— yes, Monterey! away up here on the great
divide between the James and Potomac —
would have a flood. The little stream that
runs dewn from the mountain west of fown
was swaolien by the rains of Friday right
and was added 10 all day Saturday by the
melting snow.

“Pieces of ice and snow collecied undes
the bridge above town and tumed the whele
volume of waler into the streel, it came down
with great force, herc and there forming a
dam with the loose snow il pushed before
it, which changed its course from one side
of the streel 1o the other and caused it to
spread out under houses and flood cellars.

The people in the lowerend of the town who
were wamed of the approaching flood pre-
pared for it by making snow fortifications,
thus confining it to the street,

“Mr. C.G, Cross, who left Staunton with
the mail last Saturday moming, made very
good time until he reached Shaw's Fork,
where he met with an obstacle, The stream
that flows through that valley was very
much swollen and was bringing down huge
blacks of ice, which rendered it impassible
for horses and vehicles; so he spent the nigh?
there and on Sunday morning the walters
had subsided sefficiently to permit him 1o
cross. He reaclied Monterey without furihier
hindrance, at noon.”

The next easly reference to some shorl-
lived fooding was found in The Recorder,
Aug, 34, 1906, A report [rom Steait Creek
in Highland noted, *A vielent storm struck
the head watess of our little valley Sunday,
sweeping trees, fences and every obslacle
befare it, Jasting about an hour, after which
the sun showed its face and afforded people
the privilege of attending public worship.
The road from the crossing al Jones run to
H.H. Scybertis almost impassible. It is said
by 1he oldest citizens 10 be in worst condi-
tion than they have known for years, The
stonn mentioned in your columns last week
didlots of damage, but the iaiter farexcelled
the former. It is said 10 be the most water
sinice the Johnstiown fload, The featbridge
at Mr. Ephriam Gum’s was swepl away ...
Rev. Mr. Brumbaugh floated the Creek at
Asbury Chapel and reached his appoimiment
at Thorny Botiom Sunday evening.”

A report from Crabboltom (now Blue
Grass) noted about the same time, “High-
land postmasters this week received their

See STORMS, page 38
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Above, a bridge at McDowell bridge pictured in a post card circa 1910-20. The house in the buckground above
is the Edwin and Cornefla McNuity home. Edwin operated the McNulty general store at McDowell, which is
Sugar Tree Country Store today, until his death in 1938, The post card has 1920 written on the back but the
1920 issues of The Recorder are not yet archived, so the flooding event information is unknown at this time.
Below is how the same bridge looks today, 95 yeors later, closed to vehicular traffic. (Post card and photo
courtesy Kent Botkin)
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annual shakeup, inspecior Chas. E, Kelley
making rounds eazly in the work. In com-
pany with postmasier, H.ML. Staven, he had
a new experience with mountain streams
during our little flood on Tucsday. Going
from Crabbottor 10 MeDowell. they were
field up by the little stream al My, Ephriam
Gum's, had 1o employ a pilot and get 10
Monterey by a circuitous route through big
hitls cast of Strail Creek.”

The Recorder next referred 1o a severe
slorm — again now the worst in county
history — in its Aug. 7, 193 cdition: “Pos.
sibly the heavicst storm that Higldand has
witnessed in years accurred late tast Tues-
day cvening. It ranged over the southern
section of the county, hitting Back Creek,
Jacksons River, and Bull Pasture sections
mosily. One man reported the damage done
1o his farm amecunted 1o & thousang doflars
or more. Great gullies washed o, deep
cnough 1o hide a cow. The crops in these
scetions weee greally damaged, waler gaps
and fences were also included in the roads
left bare of dist, only rocks were left by the
big Aood of water.”

Bul then in March 1936, a report from
Doe Hill elaimed, “The Nood tast week did
considerable damage around here by wash-
ing roads gardens and meadows and fences
away, It was the most damaging fload that
has visited this seciion for a long time.™

The flood in August 1939, however, was
now the worsl area resideats had seen to that
peind, and affected a broader area. “Begin-
ning aboul six o’clock Friday cvening and
contineing through Lhe night and Saturday,
ane the wors1 electrical storms for many
years visited Highland County,” The Aug.
4 Reeorder reporied that year. “[t was ac-
companied by intermitten! down-pouring
of rain, The storm. appareatly heaviest in
the Strail Creek velley, moved ir a north-
easterly course, The Lower Strait CreeX and
Doz Hill sections seemed to be the hardest
hit. In the first storm Friday evening, Mill
Gap seclion received but little rain. fackson
River and Big Valley came in [or a big share
on Saturday. Hence, all of the streams werc
overflowing on Sunday.”

The paper lisled the damage. “Jackson
River spread until it covered many adjacent
low-lying meadow lands,” the report contin-
ued. "The greatest toss was reported from
the Strait Creek and Forks of Water com-
munities. Among the reporied losses were:
A garage ard automobile belonging to Fred
Wagner washed down siream; W.R, Hicklin
of McDowell lost a hay stack by lighiing;
portion of 1he Crab Run macadamized
lighway reeeived serious damage: a farge
quantity of chaicest dressed fumber from G.
Jesse Hiner's saw mitl rear Seybert Hills,
washed down stream, was damaged; bridge
near Seybert chapel destroyed, another one
on Laurel Run; large cat fiedd of IM. Colaw
on the MeClintie place submerged; scores of
minor |psses to gardens. pouliry and crops
generally,

“Joe Rexrode lost a finc cow by fight-
ning. The water main near J.H. Armstrong’s
place. MeDowell, was damaged. McDoweit
was withowt clectricity for a brief period.
A molorisl was returning from Staunton
Friday evening when the first pan of the
sterm avertook him en Jack Mountain, the
rain being so bad and vision of the road so

See STORMS, page 39

The Grant County newspaper in West Virginia reported on terrible flooding In March 1936. In Highland,
however, The Recorder’s report was only from Doe Hill, the flooding there the maost damaging that had visited
the area in a long time. (Courtesy Kent Botkin)

The inset report on the Grant paper’s front page
reads, “On Tuesday, March 17th, this section
experienced the greatest flood known since the
flood of 1889 and possibly it even exceeded that
flood.

“After a rain commencing about 3 o’clock p.m.
on Menday and continuing during the night, the
flood reached its highest stage about 10 o’clock
Tuesday morning, after which the rain ceased
and the wuter dropped about two feet, Early in
the afterncon, the raln commenced again and
by nightfall the streams had again raised to
about the highest mark during the day.

“Practically alf communication with the county
seat has been cut off by the flood. Both the

focal and long distance telephone lines are out
of commission; the reads have been blocked in
every direction and no mails arrived or were able
to get away from Franklin in any direction on
Tuesday except by Harrisonburg.

“On Wednesday the Harrionsburg mail

was able to arrive by being carried around

a bad washout on Trout Run and a slide at
Clarence Stinnett’s near Oak Flat and this gave
us the only communication with the outside
world.

“The road to Petersburg is impassable at the Hog
Trough on account of a bad washout of several
hundred yards.”
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collection, deplicts the damage at the southern end of Petersburg, W.Va., following that storm.

S

Erom STORMS, page 38

poor that he was compelled to park by the
roadside between showers. The Staunton
mait arrived on tirae Saturday, but made a
detour on return trip in the aftemoon. No
rain was reporied in Augusta. Headwaters
had a heavy one, the day before {Thursday).

“A party of young people, who motored
to Franklin to the dance, were returning
about one o”clock, when they ran into deep
water stalling the motors, near Forks of
Water. They found it necessary 1o remain
shere about two hours before their cars
would tem a wheel, 5. H. Moare, official
reporter for the state, says that there was a
rainfall of 4.03 inches during the twenty-
four hours, while for the month there was
an 8.94 rainfall recorded by him."

A heavy rain in the spring of 1942
caused high waters, but wasnt reponed as
the worst ever, this time. From the May 22
issoe: *“'Water at fload stage — The flood of
last Friday and Friday night did consider-
able damage in places in lown and county.
The little stream running through town
overflowed its banks on Mr. Joe Gibson’s
garden, MolTeut Hull’s, and Mirs. EB. Jones
Se.’s reck garden amd other places in 10wn
and did much damage. It is reported that
Brown Beard of Bartow lost ten cows and
calves in the storm. Resideats of the Extract
section reporied as much damage had re-
selted from the storm as the one we had two
years ago along Jackson's River, Farmers
suffercd damages to such 23 fences, ¢rops,
e1c, The Colaw land and Frank Stephenson
fand jost several miles of fencing. The
farms along the Bull Pasture olso lost some
fence and crops. 1t is hard (o eslimate the
loss sustained by this recenl flood. Al the
same time, the rain was o real biessing 10
the meadows and farm crops.”

Seven years, later, however, was clearly

the wors! flood to date, in Junc 1949. 11 was
similar to the 1985 flood in that it affected
awideregion, from the Shenandoah Vailey
1o neighboring countics in West Virginia,
and Highland did not suffer the worst of it.

Two bridges a1 Head Waters and along
the Cowpasture had been destroyed that Fri-
day night. [t was afso the flood that washed
aveay the old Liberty school building near
Head Waters.

‘The headline fune 24 was, “High waters
on Tampage in nearby counties; heavy rains
in Hightand,” and cxcerpis were quoted
from the Daity News-Record in Harrison-
burg. The fittle town of Bridgewater, in
Rockingham County, suffered mightily.

“Bridgewater, with the aid of people,
food and water from all pans of Rocking-
ham, plus 23 Suate Police, Harrisonburg's
Co. M, National Guard, Red Cross workers
and State and local sanitation officials, is
slowly recovering from the raging food that
swept the town between Friday midnight,
June 17 and dawn Saturday moming,” The
Recorder reported., “There are two known
dead, Mrs, Margaret Frances Bricker and
Mrs. C.R. Bowman, and Franees Bricker,
9, daughler of Mrs, Bricker, is missing.
Another davghter, Betly, 12, was saved
after a thrilling rescuc half a mile from
where the home was washed away and
dashed to pieces by e flood. The property
loss is great,

“At least 100 homes were damaged,
one BricKer home swept away, and nearly
every business house from Dinkle Avenue
to the North River was damaged, numerous
garages destroyed, 25 to 30 cars wrecked
or smashed and some not yet found, and
portions of the town's paving was tam to
pieces. So far no accurate census of the
damage has been possible. Estimates vary

from $100,000 o a million dollars. From
Saturday morning until Monday, Bridge-
water has been blocked off from ordinary
waffic ... But Friday zbout mideight Dsy
River, its roaring water sweiled to cataract
proportions as il swept dewn from Rawley
Spring and higher in the mounsains, tore
theough its banks nerthwest of Bridgewater
and descended upon the lown in a wall of
water more thag 15{eet deep ... the dwelling
of Mr. and Mrs, C.R. Bowman on Broad
Strect is two-story home comparatively
new. When the water hit the house, Mr.
and Mrs. Bowman, instead of going to the
secend foor, tried to get out soon after mid-
night. A peighbor saw them open the front
door and walk onto the porch hand tn and
just as the porch was torn away, and Mrs.
Bowman was taken with it. Her drowned
body as found three miles away near Mt.
Crawford, Searchers are still searching for
the body of Frances Bricker. Many oc-
cupants saved their lives by remaining in
the house atop tables and fumiture or clse
crawling upon the soof."

In West Virginia, more were found dead
due to the same storm, and the resulis were
cerily similar to those of 1983's floed, The
Recorder reported, “The twin towns of
Petersburg and Moorefield waiched fiood
waters gradually subside Monday, and
began a grim search through the glue-like
silt for their dead and missing. Two bodics
have been recovered. Four others are pre-
sumed dead, Eight more are upaccounted
foras |ate as Monday. Petershurg remained
vinually isolated untif noon Monday. This
own of 2,600 was cut off from al owside
coptacts shontly afler the frst waves of the
oncoming rampage Friday night.

“Moorefield was a little more fortu-
nate. Although only 12 miles separate the

towns, Moorefield managed 10 maintain
one lelephone linc and keep a back rond
approach open. The wo bodies recovered
were those of Cpl. Hurst, of W.Va. siate
pelice, and his 12-ycar-old sop, Ronald. A
third persan, Paul Meck of Logan County,
Hurst’s brother® in-law, was trepped in the
Hurst home witls them but struggled o higls
ground before the house crumbled. Hurst
cautd swim but he would not leave because
his son wasn't ablc la handte himself in the
water. Three ather persons befieved 10 be
dead but whose bodics haven't been recov-
cred are; Leoto Redmend, 16: Nata Watker,
18; and Winsion Beckwith, 2: all passengers
in a car with Me. and Mrs, John Gaither of
Petersburg. Mrs Galther who was under
treatment for shock said she geabbed a tree
branch as she floaled by and held the baby
aut of water until just before dawa when she
last her grip. She was rescued hours later
by a boat after being spotted Trom air by a
smail search piane.”

And as in 1983, Perddleton fared stightiy
better in the wake of the Aooding. “Dam-
ages unming into many thousands of dol-
Tars were cavsed also in Pendleton County
by Friday’s fash floed that sen: the South
Branch of the Potomac River on the ram-
page, 1, G, Ashenfelter, editor of the Pend-
leton Times, reparted 1o the News-Record,

“Although Franklin and Brandywine
sections were both hard hit the worst dam-
aged sections were Sugar Grove and the
northern part of the county, where many
homes, and poultry houses were washed
away. Thousands and thousands of dollars
waorth of pouttry and Jivesiock were lost,
and hundreds of aeres of rich fanning from
which top soil was carried away and ficlds
strewn with rocks, Albhighways weee badly

See STORMS, page 40
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From STORMS, page 39

damaged.™

And as in 19835, Avgusta County,
pariicularly in the western portion, was
inendated. *The rampaging waters of North
River, tearing in a deluge out of the maun-
lains of West Augusta, ali but wiped out the
little hamlet of Stokesville late Friday night
and cul & path of unbelievable destmetion
in its wild course 10 its juncture with Dry
River above Bridgewates," The Reeerder
reported. “Al feast cleven homes in the
simall community. once the terminus of the
C&W Raitway, were washed away. And yet
with it all, no [oss of life was reported. Al
Camp May Flather, one mile above Siokes-
ville, several cabins and tunkhouses were
washed away. Eight counselors who had
moved into eamp a week age, in preparation
for its opening, were finally able to get ot
Sunday after being marooned since Friday.

Eighty-four Augusta County 4-H members -

at the camp locaied on the site of the old
North River CCC Camp at North River
dam were forced to evacuate and spend the
night on Lebanon Ridge ... Harrisonburg
did a noble piece of work. through her
telephone and radie facilities in calling for
trucks, cars, motor beals, planes, relaying
messages cie”

Meanwhile in Highland, everyone sor-
vived the heavy rains, but there was plenty
of physical damage. “Although Highiand
lost ao lives by the recent heavy rains.
there were great losses to highways, crops
and propedy in general,” The Recorder
reported. “The Liberty schaol house on the
South Branch of the Cow Pasture River,
near Blair Armsirong’s place was com-
pletely washed away. and the 100-foot-span
stee] bridge just below the scheolhouse was
washed away; also three more bridges were
put oul of commission along this rushing
stream, Roadside slides dié considerable
damage on the west side of Shaws Ridae,
and possibly other hillside washows caused
heavy crosions. The State Highway force
is still at work clearing the debris and
leveling the soadbeds, From about cighe

el

The front page o

f the Pendleton Times in West Virginia, covering the

heavy flood of June 1949. (Courtesy Kent Botkin)

10 1welve o'clock Friday night Route 230,
from Montercy as far east as Jennings
Gap, was closed 10 traffic going east; only
aone-lane thoroughfare being used for the
time, The Reynotds bus Jost no nuns by this
temporary blockade. The estimated loss 10
the highway has nol been ascestained yel,
but it is believed 1o be heavy. Excepting for
the time when the county had its cloudbusst
several years ago, perhaps this rainfall was
the greatest reported forso short a pericd of
time as the following figures will indicate.

Finally, rainfall is reported in measure-
ments, and given as follows: “The local
weather observer reporied to Washingtan,
Lynchburg and Humington, W.Vz., last
Thursday morning a precipilation of 30
of an inch on Friday morning. 8 a.m.,
1.65 inch; and again on Friday at 6 pm,
2.00 inches; then on Saturday 8 a m 13
of ar inch. Thus, for the 48-hour-period
the precipitation otaled 4.13 inches. The
maximum lemperature recorded for the gast
week was on Monday when the mercury
reached 86 degrees”

Following the detuge, obscrvers in the
arca totd about the damage. From July B,
1948, a reporier wrote, “The H.L. Simmons
family and Mrs. R.D. Folks drave down

1o Petersburg, W.Va., Sunday aftemoon to
see their cousins, the Vosslers, who were
harg hit by the recent flood. They say that
no one ¢ap even imagine the damage done
in that section.”

Only afew weeks [ater, the reporl again
came fram Doce Hill on Tuly 29, “Doc Hill
suffers worst fiood in her entire history.”

It claimed, “On Tuesday, July 19th
the worst flood in the history of Dae Hill
came, Both rivers left the beds and spread
over the roads and adjoining fields, aking
fences and making roads impassable. Mr.
AL Wooddell's garden was completely
destroyed and a sweel corn pateh dam-
aged, also a stable washed away. John
Moyers' garden was destroyed, a chicken
house washed away, and B0 Jaying hens
and fryers fost. Twa ather buildings ea his
jot were moved and waser ran in part of
thse Jower floor of his house. CR Wheeler's
potalo patch and garden were damaged
also, Mrs. Lena Snyder’s and Henry Hull's
gardens were damaged. Miss Lou Jones’
waler pipes were washed out and she lost
some clickens. A J. Blagg™s water line was
also washed out. Alt down the river, fences
were washed away and meadows fooded
destroying the hay. Rembert Moyers fetl in

the water and was in dangerof being swepl
away, bul maraged to get hold of the fence
and saved himself.”

An Aug. 5, 1949 note included that
“Mr. and Mrs. C.R. Wheeler were in the
Stokesvitle neighborhood Sunday looking
over the {lood arca,” and *Miss Lou Jones™
reoster washed down to Mr. Henry Hulls
inthe Aood and stayed $ill the water diied
ug, then watked back home."

Ang, 26, 1949, from Headwaters, cune
this report about June's flood: “Mrs. Blair
Armstrong was hostess last Tuesday to the
Headwaters Home Demonstration Club. A
new road into the Armstrong home led us
right up to the front gate. The gate to the
old lane-looked styangely alone without
the schooliouse which stood there for so
many years, Flood waters, you remember,
washed the building down the river in casly
July of this year.”

Eleven years after the 1985 flood, sig-
sificant flcoding reached the Bath/Hightand
region again. A winter storm hil in carly
January 1996, dumping a record 72.9 inches
of snow over the course of 46 simight hours,
but what made it warse were the rains that
followed toward the end of thal month.
Several areas were evacuated, including
New Hampden, Mustoe, and Ashwaod.
Downtown Hot Springs was nothing but
water for hours, Residents felt tie Booding
was simifariothe flood of 1985, though the
waters receded more quickly. The damage
was extensive in both counties, and the
walerlpgged water table even caused a huge
hele to open up at the Bath/Highland line,
taking an enormous bite out of Route 600
that was 85 feet Jong and 25-34 inches deep.
The flooding caused $6.7 million in dam-
aaes la Bath County and Eake Moomaw
facilities alone.

it's tough to compare these flooding
events over fime — the region had evolved,
and growr, such ihat by 1985, there was far
more to lose. But given these descriptions,
it appears no otker slorm carried a bigzer
impact to life and property.

Much of the historical writter and
photographical record about the fleod of
1985 in The Recordey was ereated almos!
single-handedly by one woman — Win-
nie Richardson. Now a veleran special
cducation (eacher, 30 years ago she was
Recarder news editor.

She only worked al The Recorder for
about a year, but she was instrumentat
in regorting on those alfected by the
flaod, and praviding critical iaforma-
tion throughout the days and weeks that
followed, And she did it without phone
service or electrieity, initialty. This was
plain otd gumshee reporling.

“We just got out there,” she recalled.
“We drove everywhere.” She berrowed
then publisher Palmer Stacy’s four.
wheel-drive pickup and hit the roads,
ofter with hier husband, Randy. “Gosh,
we went out to Franklin, down te Hot
Springs. We went to Burnsville, Wil.
liamsville. We just drove,” she said.

In Monterey, the electricity and phone

lines were restored before other areas of
the county, so by 1he time she was pushing
deadline, Richardson could make a few
calls, and the press crew could aperate the
press for Thursday's printing. “But there
were a lot of weird things that happened,”
she said.

Richardson recalls an cerie vision in
Marlinton. “There were lights on in places
that were almost completely washed out. It
was sirange to see that.”

She remembers the heroics of Ivan
Stone, 160, *He was the perennial tractor
pull swinner at the fair,” she said. When he
was washed away, “he was on his tractor-
puliing tracior,” she said,

Ancther sirange thing was this: Every-
onc agreed they could tell precisely when
the water started 10 go down, “Everyone
was walching the water, of course,” she
said, “And they all said you could almest
set your clock when it starled flowing
back down ... there was a visible rise and
falf o it

Recorder editor documents history in news, photos

She remembers as she drove thraagh the
pastoral seitings of both countics seeing
catile and sheep gathered tightly on dry
knolls in pastures where they stepped vp
te avoid rising waters.

*And I remember everyone talking about
the tanker tyuck that had tsmed overearlier,
and how they felt all the water would wash
away the spilled oil in the river ... and |
remember the funay things Jike people
talking abous living up here with the water
rising, rising, rising, then going back down
... people would say things about how
their kids® toys would probably end vp in
Richmond,” che said.

“The other funny thing is, still 30 years
later, I'm driving around and | swear I'lt
see debris left over ight where [t was after
the flood. Even 10-12 years later you could
see that water line everywherse because the
water never got high enough to wash it out
again. Maybe it's a photogtapher’s eye ..,
we drove all those miles, all those places,
and years later | still see leaves and stoff

hanging from trees that ] know was pul
these from the fleod.”

Like many residents. Richardson
rarely passes the chimney of the Spencer
hame that now stands alone along U.S,
220 without thinking of the family lost
that day, and Evan Stone, who tried 10
save them. In fact, Richardson ook a
photograph at that chimney she’ll never
forpet — there was a picture stil} hanging
there, overits mantle. For Richazdson, it
remains a powerful image in her memory
of one of this area's most tragic times.

This issue could nol have been cre-
ated without Richardson s work, and the
collected remembrances stored carefuily
by the Bath County Historical Society.

Research and interviews were com-
piled by Recorder writers Anne Adams,
Mike Bollinger, and Margo Oxendine,
with suppert [rom First & Citizens Baak,
which made it possible to publish this
commemorative seclion.

y First and Gitizens Bank
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